


‘eat 


re- 
yel- 
‘ific 
vay 
nk- 
ed. 
\id: 


LOW 


and 
ich 


ont, 
vill 
1d.” 
the’ 
the 
itly 
of 


att. 
ne- 


be- 


ve] 


t is 
ple 
ays 
ers. 
out 
our 


eth 
rei- 
er. 


\ix- 
hat 
* 


a « 


ray 





< 
— 


x Copyright, 1959, by The Sunday Soho Times Co. 
4 Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 


= 


9S% ig & 
aavedi4 AINn SOUAVE 


¢ Suday Sano Cimes 


Second-class postage paid at Philadelphia, Pa., and at additional. mailing offices. 


awe a ee tek toys t 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


va 


Philadelphia, February 7, 1959 
olume One Hundred and One, No. 6 


$4.00 a year, in clubs, $3.00 
See page 119 





— 


lesson for February 22 in this issue 





Lesson 8.—Jesus Teaches About the End of 
the Age. Matthew 25:31-46; Mark 13:1-37. 
Notes on Open Letters: 

Must Christians Keep the Seventh-Day 


Sabbath? . elias on 3 
Strong Testimonies ¢ to S Sibtvetten. | Iv. 
By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. .................... 103 


George Washington’s Christian Principles 
and Practice, By Kelvin W. Coventry 104 


' The Lesson for Met By Leslie E. Dunkin 105 


A Si yey of Religious Life and Thought. 


BYevilbur M. Smith, DD. 106 
Interr’d ual Uniform Lesson 107-115 
Cz. * ¢ Og String Hilariously. 

By’ willy” SaB® Jt. cS 
With the *h Oi Scale a 116 
Ohildren—Ta,; Finds Help. 

By Hilda va Bichardson oy 117 
Por Family W<q; rip. 

By Ernest M;,,/adsworth, ey ww--------- 119 

rs 
’ a xs ‘ 
To Who Shall \ We Go? 


By cit ‘pita Spitzer 
O WHOM q all We go, if not to the 
Saviour \< uncok, 
For peace fught in ‘eart that is bur- 
dened watthew | 
To bring our; “] knq? ones much- 


‘needed Secause 
Without show of my m Jesus where 
shall we b€,seph ( 
To whom shall wi_"*? when sigue § we 
have cherished®! 
Have crumbled to Cust, and decay at 
our feet, . 
When health has been los: and totems 
have forgotten 
And we sink in despair,’‘our ruin 
complete? 
i wtinen anes adi ae ical 
upon us 
And life seems a burden, Sur useful- 
ness past; 


When dear ones and friends have gone 
on before us 
And we wait but the summons to 
join them at last? 


To whom shall we ge? To none but the 
Saviour 


Who loved us so much that, to aie: 


us, He died; 

And if in life’s morning, at noontide, or 
sunset, 

We shall find His dear presence still 

close by our side. 









“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us" 
1 SAMUEL 7:12 





Patience’s Perfect Work 


Trials can bear precious fruit if 
they are borne in the right way. Paul 
speaks of a threefold result: “Knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience; and 
patience, experience; and experience, 
hope” (Rom. 5:3, 4). James also speaks 


of the same thing—“The trying of your - 


faith worketh patience” (1:3)—but then 
he at once begins to enlarge on that 
virtue. “But let patience have her 
perfect work,” he says, “that ye may 
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing”; 
and then he shows that, in answer to 
prayer, God will give us the wisdom to 
do this very thing. Let us look more 
deeply into what it means to allow 
patience to do its work. ‘When God says 
“let” to His people in the New Testa- 
ment, it is understood that He is not 
asking them to do something that is 
impossible, for He is always ready to 
impart strength to carry out His com- 
mands. It also implies that there is a 
part for us to play, that there are things 
we-are to do or not to do. What then is 
the work of patience in trial? Here 
are several aspects of it: (1) Not giving 
way to resentment and not comparing 
our own lot with that of others; (2) 
Not allowing the heat of the trial to get 
us into such a fever that.we shall be im- 
patient with others and unkind to them; 
(3) Remembering that others too have 
their troubles, both saved and unsaved, 
and that those who do not know God 


x 


do not have the inner source of com- 
fort given to all believers; (4) Accept- 
ing the trial as chastening and learn- 
ing whatever intimate, personal les- 
sons we ought to from it; (5) Still be- 
lieving that God deals with us as a 
Heavenly Father, and that it is really 
true “that all things work together for 
good to them that love God,” though it 
may be a long time before we can 
possibly understand how in a given 
case. The Apostle Peter says, “Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the 
fiery trial which is to try you,” and 
exhorts us to resist the Devil steadfast 
in the faith, “knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your 
brethren that are in the world” (1 Pet. 
4:12; 5:9). Twice in the same verse 
Paul acknowledged that his thorn in 
the flesh was permitted “lest I should 
be exalted above measure”; that is, that 
no pride should be allowed to take root 
because of “the abundance of the rev- 
elations” (2 Cor. 12:7). If the great 
Apostle Paul, who had given up all for 
Christ’s sake, needed this severe chas- 
tening, how much more do we! And 
James holds up a very high standard 
before all God’s children when he says, 
“My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall’ into divers temptations” (Jas. 1: 
2). How can we possibly do these 
things and come up to this standard? 
Certainly not in the flesh, in our own 
strength, for they are not natural to 
human nature. But it is possible to 
meet trials in this ‘way through the 
power of the indwelling Spirit of God, 
for patience is one of the fruits of the 
Spirit. (“Longsuffering” in the King 
James of Gal. 5:22 is given as “patience” 
in the French and Weymouth.) Paul 
gives the secret of victory in a few 
words: “This I say then, Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 
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Voice in the Wilderness 


By Vance Havner 


HAVE been reading again “The 
Roosevelt Family of Sagamore Hill.” 
How it takes one back not too many 

years but to a period now strangely 
remote! I remember my boyish en- 
thusiasm for Teddy Roosevelt and how 
I followed his exploits in those days 
before the First World War began a 
gtim chapter in American history. 





Teddy was a colorful individualist of 
those plainer, simpler times before the 
god of Regimentation, was enthroned 
and “The Organization Man” came into 
his own. He saw what was coming 
and preached the strenuous life with 


its emphasis on rugged, old-fashioned, 


Americanism. 
His home at Sagamore Hill was in 
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keeping with his doctrine. Away from 
the turmoil of. public life he loved to 
sit on the front porch and listen to the 
birds he knew so well. The big house 
was lacking in many of the comforts 
that our modern effete generation can- 
not live without. It was a home for 
red-blooded characters, and Teddy had 
a houseful of them. Radio and tele- 
vision were not needed to while away 
long hours. That crowd could enter- 
tain themselves without benefit of Hol- 
lywood. Life was lived to the hilt with 
an uproarious zest. Everybody had 
what the Colonel called “a bully time.” 

Being human—and very human at 


that—T.R. had his faults, but they 
were unconcealed. Everything was 
bold and out in the open. He knew 


nothing of the suave, subtle double- 
tongued techniques that are supposed 
to carry one a long way now. Things 
were done in rough-and-tumble fash- 
ion with a lot of head-on collisions. 
Teddy was too forthright to be a clever 
diplomat talking out of both sides of 
his mouth. When an: American citizen 
was seized by a foreign power in those 
days, it was “Perdicaris alive or Raisuli 
dead” and it was all over in no time. 
If there is such a thing as turning over 
in one’s grave the Colonel must be in a 
constant whirl today. 

A similar state of affairs prevailed in 
the church in those days. Religious 
leaders smacked of the grass roots and 
spoke a homely and sometimes blunt 
language. Black and white had not 
been smudged into indefinite gray. 
There were great and grave differences, 
and mistakes were made, but issues 
were pretty clear and conditions of low 
visibility had not settled into a fog. Of 
course we have always had the double- 
taik artist, the smooth expert at almost 
Saying something, like Erasmus who 
could make Yes sound like No and No 
like Yes, but there was not an epidemic 
of them. 

But now the golden age of the world- 
staters has descended and how Teddy 
would blast that with his gatling-gun, 
staccato voice! He said in his day: 
“The professed internationalist usually 
sneers at nationalism, patriotism, what 
we ‘call Americanism. He bids us for- 
swear our love of country for love of 
the world at large. We nationalists 
answer, He has begun at the wrong 
end. As the world now is, it is only 
the man who ardently loves his coun- 
try first who in actual practice can 
help any country at all.” How Wash- 
ington needs such a voice in the wilder- 
ness today! I stood in Los Angeles and 
heard General Douglas MacArthur 
warn us against those who see a higher 
destiny under another more general 
flag. But he is practically the last of 
the old American school in this weird 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Acquaint now thyself with him, 
and be at peace: thereby good 
shall come unto thee” (Job 22:21). 
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hour when appeasement and peaceful ~ 


coexistence are the climate of the day. 

Corresponding to world-statism we 
see in the church the rising tide of 
world-churchism. They are both. part 
of the same program, woven of the 
same cloth, pieces of the same pattern 
as humanity is being steam-rollered into 
one faceless mass and readied for Anti- 
christ. How we do need a prophet who 
will not measure every ‘word and deed 
by what they might do to his personal 
fortunes! The foundations of our great 
religious movements, like the founda- 
tions of our nation, were not laid by 
mere diplomats. They were hewn by 
angular characters who did not fit into 
any situation—they changed the sit- 
uation. They were in good succession 
to the Bible worthies and the giants 
of the centuries who were not out to 
get along with everybody and every- 
thing. Tolerance Was not the crowning 
virtue and “togetherness” had not be- 
come the prevailing itch—it was often 
important to stand apart. It is hard 
going for any Elijah who will stand 
at Carmel before all the stooges of 
Ahab and call for a showdown. 

Subtle and Satanic influences are at 
work to undermine the integrity of 
both the nation and the church. They 
would skillfully maneuver Christians 
into a position where they appear un- 
christian when they utter a_ protest. 
To say that a man is a better world 
citizen if he is first a better American 
sounds like heresy to these one- 
worlders. And to emphasize Christian 
separation’ from the world in order to 
be more effective in helping the world 
is lost on these mixers who would try 
to make a symphony of Christ and 
Belial. 

When Theodore Roosevelt left the 
White House, America was a young and 
vigorous nation- fast coming into world 
leadership. He did not live to see her 
begin the sad course that has led to 
this muddled hour. The _ professing 
church at the same time took off on a 
trail that has brought her to her present 


‘bewilderment. We have reached the 
middle of the wilderness. God send us 
a voice! 


% 


Notes'on Open Letters 


Must Christians Keep 
the Seventh-Day Sabbath? 


Some of my friends have recently 
been exposed to the teaching of Sev- 
enth Day Baptists who claim to be 
evangelical and orthodox. 

One of the chief difficulties is their 
perplexity as to “why the Decalogue 
should be considered the rule of life 
today in all points but the Fourth 
Commandment.” I know this is a 
large subject, but perhaps some light 
on this one phase of it would be help- 
ful. I have very often been helped 


by your answers to “Open Letters” 
during the last thirty years—A Ca- 
nadian Club Secretary. ’ 


February 7, 1959 " 


The Seventh-Day Sabbath was given — 
by God to Israel as a sign between them, © 
The command to observe it is not re- 
peated in the New Testament. ag 

Six years ago Miss S. M. Watts, | 
Tempe, Arizona, pointed out’ to the - 
Editors that nine of the Ten Command- 
ments—all except the Fourth—are re — 
peated in some form in the New Testa — 
ment in the following places: 1 Tit © 
othy 2:5; 1 Corinthians 10:7; James 
12; Ephesians 6:2; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Ji 
3:15; Hebrews 13:4, 5; Ephesians 4: 
Colossians 3:9. 

Three years ago in September (1955) 
THE SuNDAY ScHoot Trm_es ran four ar- 
ticles giving a-condensation of the main 
arguments from “Questions About the 
Nature and Perpetuity of the Seventh- 
Day Sabbath; and Proof That the First 
Day of the Week Is the True Christian 
Sabbath,” by John Bunyan. His argu- 
ments were impressive and exhaustive. 
The following are extracts: 

“As in His sermon upon the mount, 
in all that large and heavenly discourse 
upon this law, you have not one syllable 
about the seventh-day sabbath.” 

“Paul also, when he makes ni antion 
of the moral law, quite leaves “ut of 
that the very name of the seve h : 
sabbath, and professeth the io Us 
Christians the law of nature amplete 
without it. (See Romans 13:6 .0.)” 

“We find not, from the resurfection 

of Christ to the end of the Bible, any- 
thing written by whie!: is imposed 
that seventh-day sabbith upon the 
churches.” : 
_“This seventh-day §.bbath has lost 
its ceremonies (those ¢ 1to which before 
you are,cited by the f , ts), which were 
with it imposed up eo? old Church 
for her due pertorn °°°! of-worship to 
God thereon. Hor g yer can this sab- 
bath now be kep' Pray 2 say, accord- 
ing to law? For childre on which 
it was at first im ‘as not to keep 
it, yea could not ~ legally without 
the practising oor. 13:ceremonies, and 
if those cereme- : long ago dead 
and gone, how ,, ns: «se that pretend 
to a belief of p,,,; Atinuation of the 
sanction thereof ,, ;# it, I say, accord- 
ing as it is written!” 

“God, by the ministration of the 
Spirit, has changed the day to another 
time—to wit, the first day of the week. 
Therefore we conclude the time is fixed 
for the vorship of the New Testament 
Christians or churches of the Gentiles 
unto that day.” 

“N-w God rested from His works, 
anc sanctified a day of rest to Himself, 





as a signal of that rest; which day he 
also gave to His Church as a day of 
holy rest likewise. And if Christ thus 
rested from His own works (and the 
Holy Ghost says He did thus rest), He 
also hath sanctified a day to Himself 
as that in which He hath finished His 
work, and given it also to His Church 
to be an everlasting memento of His 
so doing, and that they should keep it 
holy for His sake.” 

“And see, as the Father’s work was 
first, so His day went before, and as the 


(Continued on page 105) 
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From Augustine to present-day writers 


E COME now to the very heart 
‘ of our theme, Inspiration and 


Translation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Something has been said pre- 
viously about it, but I intend now to 
say more in detail. Is inspiration lost 
when the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures 
are translated into other languages— 
languages that originated in God? 
“Twas a special gift of God that speech 
was given to mankind” (Luther). Or, 
to put it another way: Are faithful 
and honest translations of the original 
Scriptures without divine inspiration? 
Does divine inspiration cease when 
translations begin? We believe that the 
doctrines of the Bible, and the truths 
of the Bible, and the facts written in 
the Bible, whether facts of history or 
geography or science, are correct and 
infallible; for they are divinely in- 
spired doctrines and truths and facts. 


What Others Have Written 

It will encourage us to read what 
others have written on the matter of 
the inspiration of the Scriptures. These 
had the translated Scriptures in mind. 
“That the Scripture was given by in- 
spiration of God appears from the maj- 


esty of its style;—from the truth, purity, 


and sublimity, of the doctrines con- 
tained in it,—from the harmony of its 
several parts——from its power and ef- 
ficacy on the minds of multitudes that 
convetse with it,—from the accomplish- 
ments of many prophecies relating to 
things beyond all human foresight,— 
and from the uncontrollable miracles 
that were wrought in proof of its divine 
original” (Matthew Henry). Samuel 
Coleridge said: “I know that the Bible 
is inspired, because it finds me at 
greater depths of my being than any 
other book.” Joseph Cook of old-time 
Methodism said: “Inspiration is such a 
divine superintendence over the Books 
of the Bible as makes them a trust- 
worthy, infallible, and safe guide con- 
cerning the way of salvation.” Charles 
Hodge puts it: “The best evidence that 
the Bible is the inspired Word of God is 
to be found within its covers. It proves 
itself.” Professor Gaussen in his great 
work on inspiration writes: “Often you 
will remark. in these a wisdom, a fore- 
thought, an exactness, of which the 
ages of antiquity had no idea, and 
which nothing but the discoveries of 
the telescope, the calculating processes, 
and the science of the moderns, have 
enabled us to appreciate; so that its 
language will be found to bear, by 
Means of those traits, the evident char- 
acters of the most entire inspiration” 
(“The Inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
ture,” p. 261). Professor Edward J. 
Young writes in his book, “Thy Word 
Is Truth”: “Inspiration is designed to 
secure infallibility in teaching” (p. 42). 
The truths of the Bible are infallible 


This is the fourth and concluding 
article on “The Inspiration and 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures,” 
by Dr. Arthur Petrie of Seattle. 
What he has written should bring 
much comfort to all Times readers 
who, though they cannot read He- 
brew and Greek, yet love to read 
and reread and meditate upon their 
English Bibles. 


O may these heavenly pages be 
My ever dear delight; 

And still new beauties may I sée, 
And still increasing light. 


Divine Instructor, gracious Lord, 
Be Thou for ever near; 
Teach me to love Thy sacred Word, 
And view my Saviour there.” 
—Anne Steele, 1760 








truths and are inspired truths, whether 
in the originals or in honest and faith- 
ful translations. Dr. Young also writes 
in the preface of the same book: “De- 
spite all that is being said and has been 
said to the contrary, the doctrine of in- 
spiration is of the utmost significance 
and importance. If the Bible is not 
infallible, then we can be sure of 
nothing” (p. 5, italics mine). 


Let the Book Speak for Itself 

There is today a disbelief in the in- 
spiration of the Bible. “The ‘liberals 
believe’ that there is no such thing as 
a divine library limited to sixty-six 
books which is the inspired, the only 
infallible Word of God” (James deF. 
Murch). Joseph Parker believed his 
translated Bible was inspired. He said: 
“If the Bible is divinely inspired, it 
follows that it is divinely authoritative. 
Inspiration and authority must stand 
or fall together. . . . If God has spoken 
at all, He must have spoken positively 
and authoritatively. . . . There is only 
one Book in the world which can prove 
the inspiration of the Bible, and that is 
the Bible itself.” And, I may add, it 
does that in the original languages and 
in translations of it. Parker’s personal 
experience with his translated. Bible 
and its inspiration is worth knowing, 
and here it is: “My counsel would 
be, Let the Book speak for itself. When 
inquirers come with their questions, ob- 
jections, and difficulties, insist, as a 
condition of conference, that the Book 
itself be read through and through 
from end to end until the inquirer is 
thoroughly acquainted with its con- 
tents. That reading will do its own 
work. That reading has made me an 
unquestioning and grateful believer in 
the plenary inspiration, the divine au- 
thority, and the infinite sufficiency of 
Holy Scripture, and therefore, I can the 
more earnestly and definitely encour- 
age others to impose upon themselves 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


the sacred task. I now know that the 
Bible is inspired.” 

Inspired staterhents are still inspired 
though translated into other languages. 


Inspired facts are not thereby changed. 


Take a simple illustration. First John 
4:8 in Greek reads, “Ho Theos agape 
estin.” In Japanese it is, “Kami wa 
ainari.” It is in English, “God is love.” 


Nothing is lost in the translation, and 
I for one am thrilled and inspired with 
that truth. Great and famous state- 
ments of uninspired human authors 
have been translated into other lan- 
guages, to the profit and delight of peo- 
ple, and why not the divinely inspired 
words of the Bible? Here is one such. 
Augustine, a Latin Church father of 
the fourth century A.D., wrote: 


Novum Testamentum ia Vetere latet, 
: Vetus in Novo patet. 

That has been translated in English in 
two different ways, and both give the 
sense, and his meaning. He writes 
there of the Old Testament and the New: 

“The New is in the Old contained, 

The Old is by the New explained.’ 

or 

“The New is in the Old concealed, 

The Old is by the New revealed.’ 
There we have two translations of one 
statement in the Latin language. Both 
give sense and both convey the meaning 
of the Latin original. The same prac- 
tice is followed out in translating the 
original words of the Bible: more than 
one word may justly be used to convey 
the full meaning of the original. It is 
that practice which causes confusion in 
the minds of readers of the Bible. Stu- 
dents and people hear a teacher or a 





preacher say, “The Greek states it this - 


way,” and they have asked me, “Can 
we trust our English Bible?” The fact 
is, the Greek of the New Testament is 
so rich a language that the teacher 
uses other words given in his Greek 
lexicon to bring out the deeper and 
fuller meaning of the words in the text 
or passage he is expounding. 


A Thousand Nations Held Spellbound 
Translations of the original Holy 
Scriptures make God’s truth under- 
standable to the greatest possible num- 
ber: Frederick W. Robertson in a ser- 
mon on “Inspiration,” preached Decem- 
ber 8,. 1850, in Brighton, England, said: 
“This collection of books has been to 
*the world what no other book has ever 
been to a nation. . . . Eighteen centuries 
have found’ no holier, no diviner lan- 
guage. .. . The very translation of it has 
fixed language. and settled the idioms 
of speech. Germany and England speak 
as they speak because the Bible was 
translated. The orator holds a 
thousand men for half an hour breath- 
less—a thousand men as one, listening 
to his single word. But this Word of 
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God has held a thousand nations for 
thrice a thousand years spellbound; held 
them by an abiding .power, even the 
universality of its truth. ... It is this 
universal applicability of Scripture 
which has made the influence of the 
Bible universal.” 

I know no better way to conclude 
these articles on the Inspiration and 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures than 
to pass on to you the experience and 
testimony of Professor Gaussen from 
his unsurpassed classic, “Theopneustia, 
The Inspiration of the Holy Scripture.” 
He writes: “Here the author would 
take occasion to mention what a thirst 
he felt for apologetical books during his 
youthful studies; how [nine named au- 
thors] formed his habitual. reading; 
and how, while tormented with a thou- 
sand doubts, he came at last to be con- 
vinced and satisfied only by the Word 
itself of: the Scriptures... . 
Bible then; do not be learned by halves; 
let everything have its proper place. 


Read the - 
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It is the Bible that will convince you. 
It will tell you whether. it} came from 
God. . We venture to tell you before- 
hand, ‘that the simple reading of a 
Psalm, of a story, of a precept, of a 
verse, of a word in a verse, will, ere 
long, attest the divine inspiration of all 
the Scriptures to you more powerfully 
than could be done by all the most 
solid reasonings of doctors or of books. 
Then you will:see, you will know by 
experience, that God is everywhere in 
the Scriptures; then you will not ask 
of them if they are inspired. ... The 
divine action in their smallest parts 
attests to us their verbal inspiration” 
(pp. 340, 341). 
bet eg 


gr 
When the ps of earth are failing, 
is light for all our race. 


“7 good news to every nation 
n its own tongue now declare,— 
Till the Author of salvation 
Find His homeland everywhere.” 


Here 


SEATTLE. 


George Washington's Christian Principles and Practice 


His trust in God. and his habit of prayer / 


By KELVIN WALLACE COVENTRY 


As Mr. Coventry writes in this article, Washington loved his beautiful 
home at Mount Vernon and shrank from public life. Referring to the 


‘year 1785, Washington Irving wrote in his biography of Washington: 


“In February he transplants ivy under the walls of the garden to which 
it still clings. In March he is planting hemlock trees, that most beauti- 
ful species of American evergreen. ... In April he is sowing holly 
berries in drills, some adjoining a green-brier hedge on the north side 
of the garden gate; others in a semicircle on the lawn. . . . Of the trees 
fitted for shade in pasture land he notes the locust, maple, black mul- 
berry, black walnut, black gum, dogwood and sassafras, none of which; 
he observes, materially injure the grass beneath them. . . . His estate 
included four other farms, all lying contiguous, and containing thrée 
thousand two hundred and sixty acres. . . . In the stables near the 
mansion-house were the carriage and saddle horses, of which he was 
very choice; on the four farms there were 54 draft horses, 12 mules, 
317 head of black cattle, 360 sheep, and a great number of swine, — 


last ran at large in the woods.” 


66 OUR soldiers stand out like can- 

dles against a dark night,” warned 
23-year-old Col. George Washington. 
“You are inviting an: ambush!” 

General Braddock, veteran of 45 
years of British Army service, disre- 
garded the advice. “We are a formid- 
able force,” he boasted. “We will cross 
the Monongahela as planned!” 

A blast furnace sun singed the long 
lines of red coats that braved the river 
crossing on July 9, 1755.. It hardly 
seemed probable that the French and 
Indians would dare attack. 

Suddenly, every bush flamed. Painted 
warriors and French militia made a 
shambles of Braddock’s well-armed 
troops. They fell back in disorder.« 

“Stand and fight! Stand and fight!” 
Washington and Braddock were every- 
where, trying to stop the rout. Brad- 
dock had five horses shot from under 
him before he fell, mortally wounded. 

Of the 1,373 privates and noncoms, 
914 were killed and wounded; of 86 
officers, 63 were casualties. The French 
and Indians were hardly touched, suf- 
fering less than 50 killed and wounded. 


2 


Later, recovering from __ sickness, 
Washington wrote about the ambush to 
his brother, “By. the all-powerful dis- 
pensations. of Providence I have been 
protected beyond all human probability 
or expectation; for I had four bullets 
through my coat and two horses shot 
under me.” 

“Why was I saved?” the tall American 
colonel must have asked himself while 
reading the funeral service for General 
Braddock. It seemed as if God had 
singled him out for a special task. 

And what a task! At the age of 
forty-two—wealthy, respected—Wash- 
ington shuddered as his fellow men 
sought to break their ties with England. 
How did Washington meet that crisis? 

“Went to church and fasted all day,” 
reads his diary for June 1, 1774. On his 
knees he found the divine guidance. for 
the troubled years ahead. 

A year later he took the reins of a 
threadbare army and led them through 
the snows and suffering of Valley Forge 
and Morristown. God was using Wash- 
ington as a Moses—leading his people 
out of the wilderness. 
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During the summer of 1778, from 
White Plains, N. Y., Washington wrote: 
“The hand of Providence has been so 
conspicuous in all this that he must be 
worse than an infidel who lacks faith 


Yorktown ended the war. Now he 
could go home to his beloved Mount 
Vernon; his task was ended. Or was 
it? 

“President Washington! President 
Washington!” the people cried. “The 
first President of the United States!” 

At: fifty-seven most men would have 
said, “I have done enough for my coun- 
try.” Not Washington. On April 30, 
1789, he stood on the steps of Federal 
Hall and remembered God in his in- 
augural address. 

“It would be peculiarly improper to 


omit, in this first official act, my fer- 


vent supplications to that ‘Almighty 
Being who rules over the universe .. .” 

As he stood there, above the cheering 
throngs, Washington thought of the na- 
tion’s empty treasury; our worthless 
greenbacks. We owed debts of millions. 
Our government was shaky. 

“It is too much for a man to conquer 
alone,” admitted our new chief execu- 
tive. He went to his knees with: 

“Almighty God, we make our earnest 
prayer that Thou wilt keep the United 
States in Thy holy protection.” 

At the close of the ceremony, Wash- 
ington and both houses of Congress were 
escorted to St. Paul’s Chapel at the 
corner of Broadway and Fulton Street 
in New York City. The Senate chap- 
lain launched an infant nation with 
solemn prayers. 

On March 4, 1797, Washington wel- 
comed John Adams to the presidency. 
Now the old soldier could go back to 
his farming and his family. Less than 
a year later an urgent message arrived 
at Mount Vernon. 

“War is upon us again,” wrote John 
Adams, as difficulties with France arose. 
“Please head our army, Mr. »Washing- 
ton,” the President pleaded. 

Hamilton urged him to make “this 
further, this very great sacrifice.” 

And thus on July 4, 1798, Washington 
accepted command of the army. With 
all the old zeal and energy of Revolu- 
tionary days, he Yeadied the nation for 
any emergency. 

“Your name has been enough to strike 
fear in the hearts of the Frenchmen,” 
Jefferson wrote. “War has_ been 
averted.” 

Back to his beloved gardens he went. 
Now he was free to follow hig own 
pursuits after dedicating a lifetime of 
service to the nation he helped to found. 


In the December snow of 1799, Wash- _ 


ington worked outside by the frozen 
Potomac. His mind was filled with 
beautiful thoughts of his flowers ex- 
ploding into bloom in the spring. The 
exertion was too much. He died on 
December 14, 1799. 

Henry Lee, Washington’s great friend, 
described him as: “First in war, 
in peace, and first in the hearts of his 
countrymen.” 


Today, as we celebrate his birthday, ° 
Washington’s Christian outlook on life 
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Lesson for February 22 





remains as an inspiration to us all. 

“To add brightness to the sun or glory 
to the name of Washington is alike im- 
possible,” Abraham Lincoln pointed out. 


The Lesson for Me! 


Five points used to make 


HE Sunday school lesson, the 

teacher, and the class have increased 
in value for me since I have been seek- 
ing sincerely the lesson for me each Sun- 
day. Idle dreaming about it is not 
enough. I insist on five personal applica- 
tion points for myself, and then check 
carefully the results. 

“The Lesson for Me” is written at the 
top of a slip of paper about the size of a 
government post card. Nobody else 
sees what I write on this paper. It is 
entirely between Gdd and me. I want 
others to see the results in my life 
rather than my personal notes. 

The first application point is, “In My 
Inner Life.” What is there in this par- 
ticular lesson to help me in my personal 
relations with God? and what is my 
inner thought and attitude toward life 
about me? Some aspect of the lesson 
may be used to strengthen my prayer 
life. Selfish pride may be replaced by 
increased humility. Encouragement 
may be mine to keep me from becom- 
ing discouraged and being tempted to 
quit. I may need to be more faithful 
in my devotional life. This lesson has 
one particular challenge for my private 
life, so I accept it as an opportunity to 
try to improve myself. 

The second application point is, “In 
My Home.” What is there in this lesson 
to help me to improve the daily life in 
my home? I first consider myself, since 
I do not want to become an unwelcome 
reformer for someone else. I may be 
led to see that in the home the little 
things mean so much more than they 
do elsewhere. I may decide to give 
More serious and helpful consideration 
to these little things. If so, I shall be 
More alert to notice what has pre- 
viously been overlooked. 

My attention may be called to some 
definite point in my relationship with 
others at home. I may be more appre- 
Ciative of what others are doing for my 
home and the people in it. I myself 
May show this appreciation more in 
words and also in deeds. The lesson 
May show me how I can get along more 
happily with others in my home. A 
Smile can be seen to be of greater value 
than a frown, even in private home life. 

The third application point is, “For 
My School and Church.” What is there 


- in the lesson to help me to do more for 


my Sunday school and my church? I 
may have been overlooking some bit .of 
Service I should be doing. Could I be 
useful in welcoming people each Sun- 
day, both the regular members and the 
visitors? I may have thought it was 
hot so important to invite -people to 
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“In solemn awe pronounce the name, 
and in its naked, deathless splendor 
leave it shining on.” 

Dersy, N. Y. 


a personal application 


By LESLIE E. DUNKIN 


come to church and to Christ. I may 
have failed to realize some may be 
merely waiting for a personal invita- 
tion or appeal from me. 

Perhaps I should prepare myself to 
become a teacher of a class. This les- 
son may challenge me to undertake 
such a task. I may be constrained to 
volunteer to make personal calls for 
my pastor. Assistance may be needed 
to keep the church building in attrac- 
tive condition. My new service may be 
quietly to pick up loose papers and re- 
turn songbooks to their proper places 
each Sunday after the services. Have 
I overlooked thanking and encouraging 
people for what they are doing for my 
School and church? I am made more 
conscious of my responsibility. 

The fourth application point is, “For 
My Personal Contacts With Other Peo- 
ple During the Week.” What is there 
in this lesson to help me to live a better 
Christian life from Menday through 
Saturday, as well as on Sunday? Does 
someone irritate me? Possibly this les- 
son may be used to help me overcome 
my weakness with Christian love for 
the disturbing individual. My eyes 
may be opened to see someone who is 
in need of personal help or example. I 
will then determine to do my best for 
such a person no matter how apparently 
small the need may be. 

I may have failed to have a Christian 
smile for those about me whom I pass 
every day, but whom I may not know 
personally. I may see how I can-im- 
prove my work at school, or at my 
place of employment. I may need a 
better Christian attitude toward all 
work. I may have been letting others 
care for what was really my responsi- 
bility. I may need to show more 
friendly co-operation with others. 
There are so many ways for me to im- 
prove myself along this line, but this 
lesson may ,call attention to one par- 
ticular way, , 

My fifth application point is, “To Im- 
prove My Bible Reading and Under- 
standing.” This lesson may throw a 
new light on a certain Bible passage 
that will help me to read more clearly 
and understand better other portions. 
Perplexing words and phrases may take 
on new life for me.. 

This improvement will be not merely 
to increase my knowledge of and schol- 
arly skill with the Bible but also to in- 
crease my useful application of these 
passages to myself, so I may become a 
better and more active Christian. I 
may get new light on how to lead some- 
one to Christ. 
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After the Sunday’s lesson has been 
presented to the class, I have one par- 
ticular item under each of the five ap- 
plication points. These are for my per- 
sonal use during the coming week. I 
do not try to preach or apply them to 
others for their improvement. This is 
for my own private need. 

I make a special effort to put each of 
these’ five into continual or repeated 
use during the week, without making 
any display of my efforts. I am seeking 
improvement of myself, not praise or 
approval from others. The next Sun- 
day I look back over the past week to 
see how well and faithfully I have ap- 
plied those five points. Then I seek 
another five points from the new lesson, 
but at the same time, I try to remember 
the previous help received. 


Soutu Benn, Inp. 
x 


The Seventh-Day Sabbath 
(Continued from second page) 


Son’s work came after, so His day ac- 
cordingly succeeded. The Father’s day 
was on the seventh day from the crea- 
tion—the Son’s, the first day following.” 

“So, then, that being the day of the 
rest of the Son of God, it must needs be 
the day of rest of His churches also.” 

“And on this day some of the saints 

that slept arose and began their eternal 
sabbath. See how the Lord Jesus had 
glorified this day! Never was such a 
stamp of divine honour put upon any 
other day, no not since the world be- 
gn.” - 
: “This day is called the Lord’s day, as 
John saith, ‘I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day,’ the day in which He rose 
from the dead.” 

“There is nothing, as I know of, that 
bears this title but the Lord’s Supper 
and this day. . And since Christians 
count it an abuse to allegorize the first, 
let them also be ashamed to fantasti- - 
calize the last. The Lord’s day is doubt- 
less the day in which He rose,from the 
dead. To be sure it is not the old 
seventh day, for from the day that He 
arose to the end of the Bible we find 
not that He did hang so much as one 
twist of glory upon that; but this day 
is beautified with glory upon giory, and 
that both by the Father and the Son, 
by the prophets, and those that were 
raised from the dead thereon; therefore 
this day must be more than the rest.” 

“Upon Pentecost, which was the first 

day of the week, mention is made of 
their being together again; for Pentecost 
was always the morrow after the sab- 
bath, the old seventh-day sabbath.” 
- “Hence it is said, ‘And upon the first 
day of the week, when -the disciples 
were come together to break bread,’ 
etc. (Acts 20:7). This is a text that, 
as to matter of fact, cannot be con- 
tradicted by any, for the text saith 
plainly they did so; the disciples then 
came together to break bread—the dis- 
ciples among the Gentiles did so. 

“But we will ‘a little comment upon 
the text. 

(Continued on page 116) 
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_A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





—The December 22, 1958, issue of 

Christianity Today, edited by Dr. 
Carl F. H. Henry, contains as important 
a collection of articles as has appeared 
in that periodical at any one time since 
its founding three years ago. With per- 
mission, I should like to pass on facts 
from three articles concerning mission- 
ary activity. Dr. R. Kenneth Strachan, 
General Director of the Latin America 
Mission, with a staff of 300, including 
130 foreign missionaries, in writing on 
“Tomorrow’s Task in Latin America,” 
says that this part of the world today 
contains 175,000,000 souls, but that at 
the present population increase rate, 
in twenty years the population of Latin 
America will be 420,000,000. Of the 
total missionary force in that part of 
the globe, 56 per cent belong to the 
Evangelical Foreign Missions Associa- 
tion and the Interdenominational For- 
eign Missions Association, and approx- 
imately 75 per cent belong to what 
might be called the evangelical wing of 


Gam: Missionary Opportunities. 


the Protestant Church, 


In Costa Rica the population is grow- 
ing faster than in any other country in 
the world. Of its present 1,000,000 in- 
habitants, over fifty per cent are under 
seventeen years of age. In the Re- 
public of Chile, 4 Pentecostal group 
forced out of a denominational church 
in Valparaiso in 1910 has grown so 
rapidly in the last half-century that it 
now numbers 70,000 baptized members, 
in contrast to “the relative stagnancy 
of the established denomination which 
they left, which today can muster only 
some 6,000 members in the whole re- 
public.” 

In the same issue, Dr. Ben J. Morais, 
Professor of the History of Christianity 
in the University of Pretoria, South 
Africa, writes informingly on “Missions 
in South Africa.” He gives the rather 
surprising statistics that today about 
60 per cent of the 8,500,000 Bantu pop- 
ulation of South Africa belongs to some 
Christian group or church. In their 
theological convictions they are found 
from extreme orthodoxy to extreme 
liberalism. “More than 700,000 Africans 
belong to separatist groups usually un- 
der African leadership, and some of 
them are Christian only by name and 
association.” Of the less than 3,000,000 
white people in South Africa, 5 per 
cent belong to the Roman Catholic 
Church, less than 5 per cent are Jewish, 
and probably 70 per cent belong to 
some Protestant body. ,Of; the total 
Bantu Christian community, the Meth- 
odists claim 14 per cent, the Anglicans, 
7 per cent, the Roman Catholics, 5 per 
cent, the Dutch Reformed, 3.5 per cent, 
and 40 per cent are pagan. 

“As the result of the vast and far- 
flung missionary programs of the differ- 
ent churches and missionary bodies, 
Africans today constitute 55 per cent of 


the total Christian community in South 
Africa.” During the last fifty years, the 
Roman Catholic Church has made great 
inroads in the South America field; 
thus, if we take 100 as the number of 
Protestant missionaries in 1911, the 
number had grown to 258 in 1951, an 
increase of 158 per cent in forty years, 
but if we take 100 as the number of 
Roman Catholic missionaries in 1911, 
the number had’ grown to 1,388 in 1951, 
an increase of 1,288 per cent! During 
the same period, the number of Prot- 
estants had increased about 280 per 
cent, but the membership of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church rose 1,140 per 
cent. ; 

There is not space here to quote, but 
I must direct attention to one state- 
ment from the courageous article by 
Dr. Frank E. Keay, for many years a 
missionary in Africa under the Church 
Missionary Society. Dr. Keay reminds 
us that the total number of Moslems 
in the world today is approximately 
400,000,000! 

Evening Courses of Jewish Studies.— 


While in Chicago some weeks ago, I 
noticed an advertisement in the sub- 


way cars of courses offered by the 


College of JeWish Studies, located at 
72 E. 11th St., Chicago. A request for 
further information brought word that 
this institution is now offering over 
sixty courses in evening classes ‘in such 
subjects as Hebrew, the English Bible, 
the Histcry of the Jews, Introduction 
to Jewish Education, Readings in Medi- 
eval Hebrew Literature, the Talmud, 
Customs and Ceremonies in Home and 
Synagogue, etc. 

The Christian faith in our country 
has set an example to the Jews, for in 
many cities evening courses in Bible 
and the doctrines of the Christian faith 
have been offered for many decades. 
This indicates a revival of interest in 
the history and literature of the Jews, 
brought about by the establishment of 
the Staté: of-Israel, by the ¢reation of 
the Hebrew University, and, in part, 
by the interest aroused ihm such liter- 
ature by the discovery of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. 


The World Literature Crusade, with 
main offices at Studio City, Calif., has 
been in operation for only eleven years, 
but has grown from an organization 
with a budget of $2,434 in 1947 to one 
of $175,000 in 1958. The Crusade aims 
to provide every evangelical mission- 
ary around the world with Christian 
literature, courses for the study of the 
Bible, papers on revivals, and books 
which emphasize evangelism, such as 
those by Dr. Oswald J. Smith. 


Harny J. Jaeger, Sr,, has retired as 


‘Executive Vice President and Seére- 


tary of THE SunpAy ScHOOL TIMEs, but 
will continue as a director of this com- 
pany, and will lead the Christian Fel- 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


lowship Tours to Alaska and Hawaii 
which the Trmes has been sponsoring 
for some years. He will also be spend- 
ing considerable time in the interest of 
the Philadelphia College of Bible, as a 
member of the executive committee, 

Juvenile Delinquency in Australia 
and England.—A letter from Dr. L. E. 
Maxwell, principal of Prairie Bible In- 
stitute of Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 
has an interesting paragraph on ju- 
venile delinquency, or rather, the lack 
of it, in Australia, a continent he re- 
cently visited. 

“You might be interested to know 
that I found quite a different atmos- 
phere among the young folks in Aus- 
tralia. They know very little of 
juvenile delinquency in that land. The 
papers carry some headlines in that 
connection, and there is a tendency in 
worldly circles toward the jazz from 
America. Yet as a whole, especially 
in Christian youth circles, there is the 
deepest singing from the old Keswick 
hymnal, and there is very little of the 
light and frothy in the pulpit. I was 
wonderfully blessed by the very at- 
mosphere of dignity and solemnity so 
manifest in ‘young life circles.’” 

This recalls to mind an experience 
I had in England last summer. While 
being conducted through the buildings 
of the famous St. Paul’s School, I sud- 
denly came face to face with fhe head- 
master, one of the most magnetic men 
I have met for a long time. There are 
approximately four hundred young men 
enrolled at St. Paul’s.: What led me to 
do this, I do not know, but I asked 
this gentleman two questions, in a con- 
versation similar to this: 

“How many young men are sent home 
for disciplinary reasons each year?” 

“I have been here fourteen years, 
and no student has ever had to be ex- 
pelled for disciplinary reasons.” 

“T doubt if there is any private pre- 
paratory school in America that has 
such a record year by year. How 
many students fail each year?” 


“Do you mean how ‘many students . 


fail their ‘studies after they enter St. 
Paul’s?” 

“Yes.” f 

“No young man fails his studies once 
he has entered St. Paul’s.” (By which 
he meant, I think, that thosé who ap- 
ply are so carefully screened that no 
one is allowed to enter who would be 
liable to fail.) 

Israel’s Human Rights Stamp.—The 
State of Israel has set apart December 
10 as Human Rights Day. To com- 
memorate this occasion, Israel is issuing 
a new stamp, in the center of which, in 
Hebrew, are the words from Leviticus 


19:18, “Love thy neighbour as thyself.” | 
*The stamp is being printed in sheets of 


twenty, with five-language tabs at- 
tached to the five specimens in the last 
row. 
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LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 22. JESUS TEACHES ABOUT THE END 
OF THE AGE 


Mattie 25:31-46; Mark 13:1-37; printed text, Mark 13:1-7, 32-37 
Golden Text.—Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is.—Mark 13:33 


p THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Mark 13:1 And as he went out of the temple, one of his 
disciples saith unto him, Master, see what manner of stones 


. and what buildings are here! 


2 And Jesus answering said unto him, Seest thou these 
great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon an- 
other, that shall not be thrown down. 

3 And as he sat upon the mount of Olives over against the 
temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew asked him 
privately, 

4 Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the 
sign when. all these things shall be fulfilled? 


ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end 
shall not be: yet. J 

32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father. . 

33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is. 

34 For the Son of.man is as a man taking a far journey, 
who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, and to 
every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 

35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 


any man deceive you: 


and shall deceive many. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson ¢ 

T THE beginning of our Lord’s 

ministry He sat on a mountain 

slope and taught His disciples 
about the laws and blessings of the 
Kingdom (cf. Matt. 5:1). Now as His 
ministry draws to an end He sits on the 
Slope of the Mount of Olives and explains 
the prophetic future. Both messages 
suggest tragedy. The Sermon on the 
Mount reveals man’s tragic inability to 
live up to the moral requirements of 
God. The prophetic address, delivered 
so eloquently in sight of Herod’s Tem- 
ple (cf. Mark 13:3), discloses the tragic 
end of the sanctuary at the hands of 
the Romans in A.D. 70, and the tragic 
future of unbelievers at the end of the 
age. 

Be sure to study this lesson against 
the background of Matthew 25 and 
Luke 21. Christ answers the disciples’ 
question about the future of the Temple. 





Then almost imperceptibly He moves 
to a discussion of the end of the age. 
The rise of false prophets, the political 
unrest, the sufferings which the dis- 
ciples would encounter, the hostility 
the cause of Christ would meet (cf. 
Mark 13:6-9, 11-13)—all this would be 
intensified as the age moved to a 
climax. 

Remember .that these words were 
spoken about 40 years before the armies 
of the Roman general, Titus, besieged 
Jerusalem and burned the Temple. What 
an awe-inspiring holocaust that was! 
Multitudes of Jews perished in the 
flames. 

By the same token our Lord’s pre- 
dictions concerning events still in the 
future will be fulfilled in detail. It-be- 
hooves us to understand His words, to 
occupy and to be ready for His coming. 


5 And Jesus answering them began to say, Take heed lest 
6 For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; 


7 And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars, be 


crowing, or in the morning: 


36 Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. 


_ 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all; Watch. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


x BY * s 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 13:1.—“As he went out of the 
temple, one of his disciples saith . .. see 
what manner of stones and what build- 
ings ...” The events recorded in this 
chapter took place on Tuesday of Holy 
Week. Christ had just announced the 
doom of Herod’s Temple (cf. Matt. 23: 
35). A_ disciple, possibly awed by 
the announcement, calls attention to 
the Temple’s massive splendor. The 
“buildings” were the various sanctuaries, 
edifices, and colonnades. Some stones 
weighed over a hundred tons. 

Verse 2—“Jesus ... said . . . Seest 
thou these great buildings? there shall 
not be left one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.” Our Lord 
focuses the thought of His followers 
upon the vastness of the structures 
which Herod had so lavishly adorned. 
“Thrown down” is “loose down” (Gr.): 
the buildings would be completely de- 
molished. This was fulfilled when the 
Romans seized Jerusalem (A.D. 170); 
only the foundations remained. 

Verse 3.—“As he sat upon the mount 
of Olives over against the temple, Peter 

. James... John... Andrew asked 
him privately .. .” Christ and His dis- 
ciples crossed the Brook Kidron and 
climbed eastward up Mt. Olive’s slope. 
Here they had a commanding view of 
the Temple. Note thht Andrew joins 
the inner circle of three disciples in 
asking the questions. 

Verse 4—“When shall these things 
be? ... what shall be the sign when 
all these things shall be fulfilled.” 
“Sign” means a “token,” a distinguish- 
ing feature. Two questions are asked, 








Dr. Woodbridge has pene printed, 

leose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 

tament Books. These are for personal Bible- 

and teaching. If ——s write for 

$ ge folder to Dr. J. Woodbridge, 
a x 55, Altadena, Calif. 


International Council of Religious Education. 


The first refers to the impending de- 
struction of Jerusalem. The second 
(note the word “all”) is more far- 
reaching: ‘it embraces the distant future 
(cf. Matt. 24:3). 

Verse 5.—“Jesus . . . began to say, 
Take heed lest any man deceive you.” 
To “deceive” is to “lead astray.” The 
warning is not only against the subtle 
wiles of false prophets, but also against 
following them. It applies to all ages, 
the disciples’ and ours. ~ 

Verse 6—‘“Many shall come in my 
name, saying, I am Christ; and shall 
deceive many.” To come “in Christ’s 
name” means to usurp Messianic pre- 
rogatives, to claim to act in’ Messiah’s 
power or on His behalf, or even to be 
Messiah Himself. In the Greek the 
words read “saying that I am” (the 
emphasis is on the “I” in opposition 
to others). Imposters often deceive the 
unwary (cf. 2 Pet. 2:2). 

Verse 7.—“When ye shall hear of wars 
and rumours of wars, be ye not troubled 

. the end shall not be yet.” The tense 
of “be ye not troubled” suggests that 
the disciples were already disturbed, 
Christ is saying, “Allay your fears.” 
Political confusion and the marching of 
treops are an expected sign of the times. 

Verse 32.—“But of that day and... 
hour knoweth no man... not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father.” The warning is against 
the setting of dates for the end of the 
age. God the Father alone knows the 
precise moment when the Lord Jesus 
will reappear. The Son of man, who 
in His incarnation voluntarily imposed 
limitations upon Himself as man, in- 
cludes Himself in the group of those 
whose information on the subject is in- 
complete. What marvelous condescen- 
sion! (cf. Phil. 2:7, 8.) 

Verse -33—“Take ye heed, watch and 
pray: for ye know not when the time 
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is.” The thought is: be constantly on 
the alert. The Lord may return at any 
moment. Do not be caught napping. 
Your very ignorance of the exact hour 
is a challenge to watchfulness. 


Verse 34—‘“The Son of man is as a 
man taking a far journey, who left his 
house .. . gave authority to his servants 

. to every man his work .. . com- 
manded the porter to watch.” The 
meaning ‘is: Christ leaves the earth and 
returns to the Father. In His absence 
His followers have their orders. His 
“servants” (douloi, bondslaves) are be- 
lievers in general. The “porter” (door- 
keeper) was in Christ’s day the group 
of apostles; since then, all entriisted 
with the proclamation and promotion of 
the Gospel. Authority must be exercised 
and work accomplished in the atmos- 
phere of prophetic expectation. 


Verse 35—‘“Watch ye therefore... 
ye know not when the master of’ the 
house cometh, at even... midnight... 
cockcrowing ... morning.” The four 
night watches commenced at 9 p.m., 
midnight, 3 a.m., and 6 am. The word 
“watch” used here implies wakefulness. 
The “master of the house” signifies the 
returning Messiah, whose second ad- 
vent may occur at any moment. 


Verse 36.—“Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping.” Captains. of the 
Temple in our Lord’s day periodically 
and unexpectedly inspected the Temple 
guards. For a guard to fall asleep on 
duty was a punishable offense. How 
much more should Christ’s followers be 
ready for His appearing! 


Verse 37—“And what I say unto you 
I say unto all, Watch.” The exhortation 
to alertness and expectancy was not 
intended to be merely local and tem- 
porary but universal and continuing. 
We, too, must be ready for our Lord’s 
return. ; 


Heart of the Lesson 


The two, questions of the disciples 
(Mark 13:4)” pave the way for a pro- 
phetic announcement in four ‘parts. 


First, before “all these things” (Mark 
13:4) should’ be fulfilled the present 
age must run its course. Verses 5-13 
describe that course. Our Lord taught 
that, contrary to the false optimism of 
many, the proclamation of the Gospel 
will meet tremendous obstacles. Im- 
postors claiming divine authority will 
lead many astray. Wars, natural ca- 
lamities, and famines will impede thé 
Gospel’s progress. Faithful witnesses 
will be seized, tried, and beaten. Homes 
will be divided. Many will become 
martyrs for the Gospel’s sake. The 
subsequent history of the church has 
proved the accuracy of these predic- 
tions. , ¢ 

Second, the worst period of tribu- 
lation is yet ahead. Verses 14-23 recite 
the sad story. Antichrist (vv. 14), so 
graphically described by Daniel, will 
reveal his frightful identity and dese- 
crate the revived Temple in Jerusalem 
(cf. Matt. 24:15; 2 Thess. 2:4). In his 
days Israel will be severely persecuted. 
Only the mercy of God will bring .her 
sufferings to an end (cf. Mark 13:20). 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


7. February 15.—Jesus Questioned 
About the Great Commandment 
(Temperance). ....#..-........- -Mark 12:28-34 


Next Week’s Lesson 
9. ater | 1.—The Parable of 


esus’ Rejection. Mat- 
thew 21:33-46; Mark 14:3-9 








The shadow of the man of sin, the “son 
of perdition” (2 Thess. 2:3), will fall 
across an apostate culture whence the 
true church and the restraining force 
of the Holy Spirit have been removed. 

Third, the Lord Jesus, who here on 
the Mount of Olives so quietly and 
earnestly foretold all these things (cf. 
Mark 13:23), will return to earth in 
power and great glory to bring the 
reign of Antichrist and the Great 
Tribulation of which he is the primary 
cause to a dramatic end. Verses 24-27 
reveal the accompanying phenomena: 
the strange and frightening conduct of 
heavenly bodies, the glorious advent of 
the Son of man, and the angelic mission 
to gather those who during the Great 
Tribulation turned to God. It is a 
thrilling account. Let no one “spirit- 
ualize” or “symbolize” or “etherialize” 
or “exegete” it away! The stone of 
Daniel 2:45 will yet smite! The war- 
‘tior of Revelation 19:11-16 will yet ride 
to Armageddon! 

Fourth, verses 28-37 put the divine 
seal upon Christ’s statements: all else 
may pass away, but not His words. 
“This generation” (v. 30) refers to the 
Hebrew people, who will continue to 
exist during the events prophesied. In 
view of the certainty of fulfillment, 
and the disciples’ uncertainty as to the 
exact hour of Christ’s return (vv. 32, 
33), they were to be constantly on the 
alert. This does not mean that they 
were to spend their time gazing ab- 
stractly into Heaven. “To every man 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HERE was this prophetic address 
delivered? 

2. How was the: prophecy concern- 
ing the Temple’s destruction fulfilled? 
(Mark 13:2:) 

3. Name three characteristics of the 
current age as prophesied by our Lord. 

4. What Scriptural titles, in addition 
to “the abomination of desolation,” de- 
scribe Antichrist? 

5. Of what blasphemous act will An- 
tichrist be guilty? 

6. How does our Lord describe the 
coming Great Tribulation? 

7. How, will Antichrist meet his 
doom? 


8. What unusual phenomena will 


herald Christ’s glorious advent? 
9. Who are’ the gathered 
(Mark 13:27.) 
10. Name three activities in which be- 
lievers must engage in view of their 
Lord’s approaching return. Tce 


(Answers on page 114) 


“elect”? 
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his work” (Mark 13:34)—an excellertt : 
slogan for those who await their Sav- 


iour’s return. 
Outline of the Lesson 


1. The disciples’ questions 
1-4) 


2. 13: 


2. Christ’s description of the current - 


age (vv. 5-13) 
3. Christ’s prediction of the Great Trib- 
ulation (vv. 14-23) 


4. Christ’s prophecy of His glorious re- | 


turn (vv. 24-27) 
5. Exhortation and warning (vv. 28-37) 


Topics for Development 


“The Abomination of Desolation.” 
“Abomination” ‘' suggests Antichrist’s 
character; “desolation,” his career. . - 


Mark 13:14 mentions four things about 
this coming world dictator: his arrival, 
Daniel’s reference to him, his unau- 
thorized desecration of the Temple (cf. 
2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:6), and the chal- 
lenge to understand these things. Study 
Antichrist’s invasion of the Holy Land 
(Dan. 11:41), the establishment of his 
headquarters (Dan. 11:45), the making 
and breaking of his covenant with Is- 
rael (Dan. 9:27), the troubling news 
from the north and east (Dan. 11:44), 
his marching troops at Armageddon 
(Rev. 19:19), and his” overthrow and 
doom (Dan. 11:45; 2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 
19: 20). 

The Elect. When Christ returns in 
glory His angels will “gather together 
his elect” (Mark 13:27). These people 


are described in Revelation 7:4-9. They . 


will come to God out of “the tribu- 
lation, the great” (Rev. 7:14, Gr.); will 
be sealed for God (cf. Rev. 7:4); and 
will be gathered to Christ at His com- 
ing to reign. They will be representa- 
tives of the tribes of Israel plus “a 
great multitude, which no man could 
number” (Rev. 7:9) from many nations 
and tongues. 

The Purpose of Prophecy. Our Lord’s 
words are intended, not to divide be- 
lievers into hostile eschatological camps, 
but to unite them into a happy, ex- 
pectant company! Thank God for qur 
blessed hope. The Son of God will 
soon. appear to receive us unto Him- 
self. 


Practical Applications 

Temples and thrones flourish and pass 
away. “Only what’s done for Christ 
will last.” This is more than a motto. 
It is a formula for effective living. 

Perhaps you have not been per- 
secuted yet for Christ. But should the 
time come, have you the required stam- 
ina and fortitude? A ‘close, daily walk 
with the Saviour prepares us for all 
life’s exigencies. 

The study of prophecy is exhilarating. 
Be ready for Christ’s coming. Know the 
basic outline .of prophetic ‘truth. But 


keep busy: every believer has his work 


to do for his Saviour. 

Antichrist means “opposed to Christ.” 
The spirit of antichrist is. abroad in the 
land. Then with every fiber of my 
being let me be pro-Christ! 

See yourself on the stage of universal 
world history! So 
transient! And yet so definitely a part 
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of God’s loving, cosmic plan! Let your 
very life be a paean of praise to the 
Almighty because you belong to Him. 
Warn and exhort others to turn to the 
Saviour. . Yet there is time to receive 
Him. 
Golden Text 

Mark 13:33.—“Take yé heed, watch 
and pray: for ye know not when the 
time is.” Christ’s return is certain. But 
from His followers’ limited point of 
view its hour is uncertain. This is a 


challenge to constant alertness, in- 
cessant watchfulness, and persistent 
prayer. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


. there shall not be left one stone 
upon another .. .” (Mark 13:2).—It is 
easy to understand the delight of “one 
of his disciples” in the massive foun- 


dation stones of the Temple, for they 


were 37% feet in length, 12 feet in height, 
and 18 feet in breadth! The proportions 
of the entire structure were colossal, 
measuring as it did, 600 feet square. In 
the sunshine, the Temple presented to 
observers a gorgeous vision of white 
and gold. 

At the time, nothing seemed more 
impossible of fulfillment than the Lord’s 
prediction of that Temple’s total de- 
struction. Yet within 40 years (A.D. 
70) that part of the prophecy became 
history! And later the city itself was 
destroyed. 

At his departure from Jerusalem, Ti- 
tus, the Roman conqueror, left his tenth 
legion under the command of Terentius 
Rufus to carry out the work of dem- 
olition, and Josephus tells us that the 
whole enclosing walls and precincts of 
the Temple were “so thoroughly lev- 
elled and dug up that no one visiting 
the city would believe it had ever been 
inhabited.” 

Zion was “plowed as a field,” and 
Jerusalem became heaps, and the moun- 
tain of the house “as the high places 
of the forest” (Mic. 3:12). 

The State of Israel today feels the 
need of a temple. In the National Jew- 
ish Post, a writer declares: “What Is- 
rael needs is a temple. It’s time to 
build a new temple in Israel; one that 
will mean to modern Israel what the 
ancient temples meant for more than a 
thousand years of their existence. This 
new temple, as long as it is built in 
Jerusalem, will stir world Jewry with 
all the dreams and longings of the ages.” 

This is exceedingly ‘interesting to 
Bible lovers because they know from 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15 that the 
Jews will have another temple for use 
during the coming Great Tribulation. 

“Tell us, when ... and what...” 
(Mark 13:4).—Puzzled by the- Lord’s 
prediction, the four favored disciples 
—Peter and James and John and An- 
drew—asked Him privately, “When shall 
these things be? and what shall be the 
sign when all these things shall be ful- 
filled?” 

In reply, the Lord Jesus gave the 
outstanding address, commonly termed 
the Olivet Discourse. With this account, 
the parallel passages in. Matthew 24 
and Luke 21 should be carefully read 
and studied. 

Dr. W. Graham Scroggie truly says, 
“No one can understand this discourse 
who does not see that it has two hori- 
zons, one forty years distant from the 
time of' utterance, and the other still 
‘in the future; one touching the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, and the 
other touching the end of the age.” 

The first part of our lesson takes us 
only to verse 7; but even a cursory 
glance at the verses between 7 and 32 
—where our lesson resumes—will re- 
veal the fact that although there are 
deceivers, wars, earthquakes, ;and fam- 
ines today, the ones the Lord men- 
tions are those which shall occur be- 
fore His return with eat power and 
glory” (v. 26). These have to do with 
Israel and the nations. 

The hope of the Church is the per- 
sonal return of the Lord in the air to 
receive believers to be with and like 
Him. (See John 14:3; Phil. 3:20, 21; 
1 Thess. 4: 16-18.) 

Instead of looking for the Antichrist, 
we are looking for the Lord Jesus 
Christ who has promised those who 
keep the word of His patience, “I also 
will keep you from [or out of] that 
hour of trial which is about to come 
upon the whole inhabited earth, to test 
those who dwell on the earth” (Rev. 
3:10, Centenary Translation). 

Happy are all who can say with S. 
Trevor Francis: 








I am waiting for the coming 
‘Of the Lord, who died ght me; 
O, His words have thrilled y spirit, 
“I will come again for thee. % 
I can almost hear His footfall 
On the threshhold of the door, 
And my heart, my heart is longing 
To be His forevermore. 

“But of that day ... knoweth no 
man... neither the Son...” (Mark 
13:32).—Because the Lord Jesus said 
the Son did not know the day and the 
hour when His predictions would be 
fulfilled, a certain cult blatantly de- 
nies His essential deity. 

There are many passages of Scripture 
that definitely declare His deity, such 
as Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:23; John 1: 
1- 14; 10:30; 14:9; 20:28; Philippians 2: 
6, and the like. This statement of the 
Lord does not contradict those. He 
was man as well as God, and His re- 
mark must be considered in the light 
of His perfect humanity. 

“As a man (not at all touching the 
divine glory of His person, but as tak- 
ing the official character of a servant) 
Christ has to wait until the Father in 
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His good pleasure puts all things under 
His feet; and this, I doubt not ... is 
the meaning of the words—‘of that ‘ 
day ... knoweth no man,.. . neither 
the Son, but the Father’” (J. N. Darby). 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SuccEsTteD Hymns 


“Jesus Shall Reign” 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

“When Jesus Comes To Reward His Servants” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose Word is our 
light and guide, use our study of it to- 
day to enlighten and inspire us to trust 
and obey Thee in all things. Forgive 
our straying from Thee and from right. 
Cleanse us and establish us in godly 

and faithful living. Make real and 
searching to us the solemn yet blessed - 
truth of our Lord’s return. Help us to 
strive to be able to meet Him free from 
shame or fear. Revive Thy Church 
and send out the Gospel to all places, 
that all men may know the way of 
life. To the sick and needy, the sad 
and tried, give befitting mercies and 
help us to bring into our daily life 
those touches of kindness and love that 
will bless men and gladden our Sav- 
iour. In His name we ask these favors. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In this lesson we / 
have our Lord’s word that He will re- 
turn to earth. Meanwhile it is as 
though He has taken a long journey 
for an uncertain length of time, leaving 
His interests in the care of His people. 
We know He will return, but we do not 
know when. However, we do know 
what we are to do about it. The 
Golden Text calls us to_ watch and 
and the next verse speaks of 
every man’s having his work to do. So 
we are to watch, to pray, and to work. 

To watch is to be ever on guard 
against sin, careful, not to be so ab- 
sorbed with earth’s cares and pleasures 
as to forget and to fail our Lord. Watch 
against friendships and activities that 
make you careless of the right, indiffer- 
ent to the Gospel, and neglectful of 
the things of God. But with watching 
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must go prayer. It is easy to drift into. 
prayerless living and to lose touch with 
the Lord so that at last He seems a 
stranger to us. Take time every day to 
be alone with God in prayer. It makes 
Him real to us, keeps Him in mind, and 
helps us be ready at ahy moment for 
the Second Coming. Lastly, we are to 
work, caring. for our daily duties as 
faithfully as we would wish Christ to 
find us doing should He come today. 
Expecting His coming should not make 
us neglect the duties of this life. It 
should make us more careful] to do them 
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well that our Lord might count us good 
and faithful servants and promote us to 
higher things when He comes. Do 
every task as for the Lord and seize 
every opportunity to serve His cause. 
At His return He will recognize and 
reward the faithful work of every true 
Christian. 


Caucary, ALTA, CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when Jesus ascended 

into Heaven at the end of the forty 
days after His resurrection, two angels 
appeared and said to His disciples, 
“Why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven” (Acts 1:11). Jesus had told 
His disciples on several occasions that 
He would be coming back, as we see 
in our lesson text today. The disciples 
were very curious to know just when 
this great event would take place and 
they earnestly besought Him to tell 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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them, but he did not deem ‘it proper to 
do so. Instead, in His divine wisdom, 
He told them to be in the line of duty 
and to “watch” for His coming and to 
be instant in prayer. 

All down through the ages since, 
God’s people havé puzzled over this 
question, “When will the Lord return?” 
Some overzealous Christians have tried 
to set the date from time to time, only 
to be disappointed and even chagrined, 
for they should have known better than 
to do that. Bible believers know that 
He is coming, because He said He 
would, and it is on record in the Word 
of God. That is certain. But when? 
Even back in the days. of.the early 
church His coming was deemed as im- 
minent, and because He did not come 
there were “scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, and saying, Where is the 
promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of the 
creation” (2 Pet. 3:3, 4). 

It is one of the many evidences of 
the infinite wisdom of God that the 
date of our Lord’s return to the earth 
is not revealed. Suppose, for instance, 
it should be known that the date would 
be in the twenty-first century; many 
now living would grow careless. But 
we are told to “watch” and “pray” 
and be diligent in the Master’s work 
(see the parabfe in Mark 13:34-37). 
“Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when, the magter of the house cometh, 
at even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the morning: lest com- 
ing suddenly he find you sleeping. And 
what I say unto you I say unto all, 
Watch.” 

This helps to keep us patient, but 
also active and expectant. ~ 
In the crimson of the morning, in the whiteness 

of the noon, 

In the amber glory of the i. * retreat; 
In ar — robed ll darkness, 


aming of the m 
I listen for fhe coming a ‘His feet. 


I have heard His weary footsteps on the sands 
oO 
On the 


street, 
Worn with weight of sorrow, falt’ring up the 
slopes of Calvary,— 
The sorrow of the coming of His feet. 


Down the minster aisles of splendor, from be- 
twixt the cherubim, 
Through the wondering crowds with motion 
strong and fleet, 
Sounds His victor tread approaching, with a 
music far and 
The music of the coming of His feet. 


Sandaled not with sheen of silver, girdled not 
with woven gold 
bahay wit glittering gems and odors 


But white-winged and robed in glory, in the 
bor light of old,— 
The } of the coming of His feet. 


He is —— O my spirit, with His everlasting 


ace, 
With Pais blessedness immortal and comamenes 
He is coming, O my spirit; and His c 
brings release, 
So I listen for the coming of His feet. 
—Anonymous 


or the 


alilee, 
mple’s marble pavement, on the 
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Each of us may be sure that if God 
sends us on stony paths He will provide 
us with strong shoes, and He will not 
send us out on any journey for which 
He does not equip us well.—Alexander 
McLaren. 








The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday “— Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
ry! be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Keeping on the Alert.—Take ye heed, 
watch and pray: for ye know not when 
the time is (Mark 13:33, Golden Text). 
Two policemen were told. by their chief 
to stay at a certain corner. They were 
warned they mustn’t leave that corner 
no matter what happened. After they 
had waited two hours without hearing 
from the chief, one of them said, “Let’s 
go into the cafe and get coffee.” “No,” 
said the other, “I won’t go. You know 
we were told we must keep alert to- 
night. There’s something going to hap- 
pen, the chief said so.” But the man 
who wanted the coffee left his post of 
duty. While he was in the cafe, the 
cafe owner gave a sign to.some meni, 
and a daring robbery took place in a 
nearby building. The policeman on 


duty did his best, but he was handi- ° 


capped for want of his comrade. Later, 
when he was being promoted for being 
faithful, his comrade was heard to say, 
“If only I had stuck with him!” ,As 
Christians we must keep on the alert, 
for we know not when the time is— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The “Optimist Nuisance.”—Master, see | 
what manner of stones and what build- 
ings are here! (Mark 13:1.) During 
the World War the London Saturday 
Review applied the term “the optimist 
nuisance” to the men and newspapers 
who shouted victory in the streets and 
systematically created the impression 
that the war was all but won, while 
still a wily and stubborn foe faced the 
land. The Department of State had to 
warn the optimist press against framing 
ridiculous headlines out of every quiet 
telegram, and creating the impression 
that the war was comfortably taking 
an inevitable course to a triumphant 
end. These reports did grave damage 
to recruiting and created a false and 
dangerous confidence, illustrated by the 
labor troubles that accounted for the 
absehce of proper ammunition. There 
was no lack of the will to sacrifice 
personal ease and interests if the need 
were shown, but the need was not real- 
ized by the rank and file because of 
the levity of mind created by these 
false reports that things were coming 
along all right. We beg to apply this 
situation and these admonitions to a 
more serious conflict on a broader scale. 
The “optimist nuisance” is in the visible 
church, which thinks it disloyal and 
depressing to, tell. the truth about the 
condition of the world or to call atten- 
tion to the Scriptural teaching about | 
the crisis ahead—From the Christian 
Workers Magazine. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


When Christ Will Return.—tTell ws, 
when shall these things be? (Mark 13: 
4.) In the early days of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, a newspaper 
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reporter from the New York Journal 
called on Dr. A. B. Simpson, founder of 
that movement, with the idea of getting 
a story. In a very few years hundreds 
of missionaries had been sent out under 
their auspices. And although their 
group were folk of average income, 
thousands of dollars were being given. 
But the special news that drew the re- 
porter was that Dr. Simpson claimed to 
know when Christ was coming. The 
reporter asked, “Do you. know when the 
Lord. is coming?” “Yes,” replied Dr. 
Simpson, “and I will tell you if you 
will promise to print just what I say, 
references and all.” The reporter’s 
notebook was out«in a moment. “Then 
put this down: ‘And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come’ (Matthew 
24:14). Have you written down the 
reference?” “Yes, what more?” “Noth- 
ing more.” The reporter laid down his 
pencil and said, “Do you mean to say 
that you believe that when the Gospel 
has been preached to all nations Jesus 
will return?” “Just that,” said Dr. 
Simpson. “Then,” replied the reporter, 
‘T think I begin to see daylight.” 
“What do you think you see?” “Why 
I see the motive and the motive-power 
in this ‘movement.” “Then,” said Dr. 
Simpson, “you see more than some of 
the doctors of divinity!”"—From “The 
Life of A. B. Simpson,” by A. E. 
Thompson. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Is the Stage Being Set?—And when 
ye shall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars, be ye not troubled: for such 
things must needs be; but the end shall 
not be yet (Mark 13:7). Walter Lipp- 
man, that brilliant Jewish journalist 
and essayist, wrote in his column, “To- 
day and Tomorrow” (New York Her- 
ald-Tribune, March 2, 1935): “The signs 
are multiplying that the stage is set for 
an event of worldwide importance and 
of unpredictable consequences.” Nine- 
teen centuries ago the Lord described 
this “setting of the stage” for the end 
of the age, an event of world-wide 
importance—but the consequences were 
not “unpredictable” to the Lord. He 
told us plainly that these things would 
happen and what the result would be. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Perhaps Today!—Watch ye therefore: 
for ye know not when the master of the 
house cometh, at even, or at midnight, 
or at the cockcrowing, or in the morn- 
ing (Mark 13:35). A tourist traveling 
in the northern part of Italy came to 
the castle, Villa Casconati. The grounds 
looked so inviting that the tourist 
asked the gardener at the gate if he 
might walk through them. Nothing 
could have pleased the gardener more. 
Before he left, the tourist asked, “How 
long is it since the owner of the Castle 
was here?” “About twelve years.” 
“Does he ever write?” “No.” “Then 
who gives you your instructions?” “The 
Master has an agent in Milan.” “Does 
he ever come here?” “Never has.” The 
tourist smiled kindly. “You certainly 
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GROW DOLLARS For Your Group 


Over 5,000 School, Church and Scout Groups earn money for , 
cial projects by ing American Vegetable and Flower t’s 
easy—nearly everyone plants seeds—and our big 15c packs sell on 
sight to family, fri and neighbors. No risk—no investment— 
keep 40% of = money collected, return unsold seeds. TEA’ 


bers of your group (a sales kit contains 20-15c packs) and make 
$24.00 profit quickly. We’ll include full information on bonus gift¢ 
and salesman prizes. Hurry! Get started now! 
AMERICAN SEED CO., Group Div., Dept. 954, Lancaster, Pa. - 
tc 
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No youth realizes 
the importance of 
decisions like an adult. 
Many adults would give a 
great deal to go back and 
make some decisions over again. 


HERALD SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL SERIES 


will help you lead young folks to right decisions today so 
that their future life will be one of fellowship with Christ. 
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Get acquainted with this unique, permanent Course that 
emphasizes holy living instead of a theme. 
Send today for sample kit of Teacher’s Manuals 
and Pupil’s Books for 3 Grades, only $3.75. 
Returnable for full refund in 30 days. 
FREE illustrated brochure upon request. 
HERALD PRESS Dept. ST Scottdale, Penna. 
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when Rome declares: “The Roman Catholic Church . .. 
must demand the right of freedom for herself alone ... 
in a state where the majority of the people are Catholic, 
the Church will require that legal existence be denied 
to.error . . .” (from Civilta Cattolica” April, 1948) 

when the Church of Rome disclaims responsibility for bru- 
tal persecution of Protestants in Colombia, Spain- and 
other countries. 

when the Roman Catholic Church defies the American law 
and declares invalid mixed marriages performed before 
a Protestant clergyman or a Justice of the Peace. : 

when Roman clergy assert their right to censor for all 

~~ Americans what appears in our newspapers, in our 

magazines, in our theatres, and on our radio and tele- 

vision. 
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CHRISTIAN HERITAGE, 


the magazine of Christian freedom, speaks 

forthrightly and fearlessly on these and other 

controversial issues of our day. You'll appre- 
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SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God’s work goes : 
forward. The Bible’Coach is now | §@ 
in operation on the frontiers between i 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought Ff 
for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. Rev. F. V. Dabold 

A Faith Work . Founder- Director 
Indigenous church and first Bible school in the 
country established. Héld up the hands of devoted 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 
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AN INTERNATIONAL 
GOSPEL BROADCAST 





Write today for your FREE descriptive 
folder of the Broadcast’s ministry. 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebr. 
If you live in Canada write to: 
Box 178 Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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keep these grounds in excellent con- 
dition. They look as if you expected 
your master to come tomorrow.” The 
gardener almost interrupted his visitor 
—“Today, sir, today!”—From the Prai- 
rie Overcomer. 
Glendale, Calif. 


Always Ready.—Watch ye therefore: 
for ye know not when the master of 
the house cometh, at even, or at mid- 
night, or at the cockcrowing, or in the 
morning: lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping (Mark 13:35, 36). When 
Shackleton was driven back in his at- 
tempt to reach the South Pole, he was 
forced to leave some’ men on Elephant 
Island, promising to come back for 
them. Time and again he tried, but 
was unable to reach them: At last, al- 
though it was the wrong time of the 
year, he made another great attempt. 
An open channel formed between the 
sea and where he left his men. He 
rushed in his boat at risk of being 
“nipped” by the ice, got his men, and 
rushed out again before the ice crashed 
together. It only took half an hour! 
Afterwards he turned to one of the 
rescued men and said, “How was it 
you were able to come so quickly?” 
The man answered, “Sir, Mr. Wild 
(Shackleton’s second - in - command) 
never let a chance slip; you had prom- 
ised to come and we were waiting for 
you. Whenever there was a chance of 
your coming, Mr. Wild said, ‘Boys, roll 
up your sleeping bags, the boss. may 
be here today,’ and, Sir, our sleeping 
bags were all rolled up; we were 
ready.”—From Wonderful Word. Sent 
by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Waiting—and Watching.—And what I 
say unto you I say unto all, Watch 
(Mark 13:37). “I’m all right, thank 
you. You need not trouble your head 
about me. I shail go in for enjoying 
life while it lasts, and then at the end, 
I quite mean to get saved—like the 
dying thief, you know.” “Yes, I see,” 
rejoined his friend, “but when the end 
comes I wonder which dying thief you 
will be like. There were two of them, 
you remember” (Luke 23:33).—From 
“Incidents Worth Repeating,” by Hy 
Pickering. Sent by J. Edward Raiser, 
Shelby, Ohio. 





KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


.... Tightly dividing 
the word of truth. 





2 TIMOTHY 2:15 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AVE your little pupil read Story 


9 from “Stories I Can Read My- 
self About the Lord Jesus,” and which- 
ever of the other stories he likes best. 
Start each of the nine memory verses 
he had learned and see if he can finish 
them. Have him read to you any that 
he cannot say by heart. Teach the 
sound of “i,” and help him sound out 
the words “it,” “sit,” “is,” “his,” and 
“in.” Then let him make the basket 
with the loaves and fishes found in the 
center of the book. 

Two weeks ago we talked a little 
about the life hereafter. We may reach 
that life sooner than we think. I don’t 


mean by death, though that is always ~ 


possible. There is another way Chris- 
tians can reach Heaven. Let us read 
about it from 1 Thessalonians 4: 14-16. 
We learn here that the Lord Jesus is 
coming to call the true believers away 
from this earth up to their Heavenly 
Home. The bodies of all Christians who 
have died will be raised that day, and 
we who are alive will go to be with the 
Lord without having to die at all. That 
day is getting very near now. How do 
we know? Today’s lesson will tell us. 

Let us read Mark 13:1-8. Here Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John asked the 
Lord privately what would be the signs 
of the end of this age. What signs did 
Jesus give? (Wars, rumors of wars, 
earthquakes in different places, fam- 
ines,. and troubles.) And all _ these 
things are happening now! 

Turn next to 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10. 
Here we learn more about Christ’s .com- 
ing back to this earth, which will take 
place after He has come into the air and 
called the church away. After that, He 
will judge the living nations, and con- 
sign the wicked to everlasting destruc- 
tion. 

Now read 2 Timothy 3:1-5. ‘Here we 
find nineteen sins listed that will be 
prominent in the last days. As .we 
read this list, look for those which peo- 
ple are not yet guilty of. What did 
you find? No hands at all! I know 
why. Because all nineteen are in the 
world now. There has never been a 
time in the history of the professing 
church when there was so much dis- 
obedience to parents, so many who love 
money and things, so many who love 
worldly pleasures more than they love 
God. More church members can be 
found ,at haunts of pleasure than at 
prayer meetings. On every hand we 
see people having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof, just as 
it says here. It is popular to belong to 
a church, but to witness to others of the 
power of Christ to save from sin is still 
as unpopular as ever. We are indeed 
living in the perilous times of the last 


“days! 


This means it cannot be long now be- 
fore Christ returns to earth in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, as we read in 2 Thes- 
salonians 1:7-9. 

Now read Mark 13:32-37. These last 
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verses tell us what we should be do- 
ing while waiting for Christ’s return. 
(“Watching and waiting.”) Right. And 
verse 34 suggests something else. If 
the Son of man gave “to every man 
his work,” there must be work for each 
of us to do. We should find out what 
things the Lord wants us to do and do 
them, so as to be ready to meet Him 
when He comes. 

If we were looking for our Lord to 
come today, how would it affect our 
behavior? Someone has said that the 
Lord does not want us to think of Him 
as more than four hours away. Read 
verse 35 again. If He does not come in 
the evening, He may come at midnight; 
if He is not here by midnight, He may 
come in the early dawn. If not then, 
perhaps later in the morning. No one 
but God knows the day or the hour, 
but all those who study God’s Word, 
and then read the newspapers can tell 
that it must be near. For if the signs 
of Christ’s second coming to earth are 
already visible, then the event that 
precedes that must be still closer. There 
is no unfulfilled prophecy between us 
and the “rapture” of the saints. Let us 
close our class by singing “Christ Re- 
turneth.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Serving God Through Serving Others 
(Matt. 25:37-40) 


ETURNING the folders left on dis- 

play will serve as a reminder of 
the last lesson. Can pupils repeat the 
Memory Verse? Has their love for God 
and neighbor carried through the week, 
or was it forgotten as soon as Sunday 
school was over? Did they prove their 
love by keeping God’s Commandments, 
such as keeping His day, obeying par- 
ents, not lying? Did they give the sug- 
gested valentine to a child, and try to 
bring him to Sunday school? 

Can you love God and your neighbor 
at the same time? Matthew tells a 
story the Lord Jesus told that shows 
how to do it. Move your bookmark to 
25:31, and follow the words of the story. 
(Teacher read vv. 31-46.) Could you 
See the pictures in the story: Christ on 
His throne, the people of different na- 
tions brought up before Him and then 
marched off to a group on the right or 
left? (Review each episode to see if 
pupils grasped the ideas.) 

Who are Christ’s “brethren,” or 
brothers, as we would say? Brothers 
in the Bible means not only children of 
one father and mother in one family, 
but all the relatives from one ancestor 
in a tribe or nation. Jews were 
brothers because they were all de- 
Scended from Father Abraham. Jesus 
was born on earth as a Jew, so whom 
might He call His brothers? Other 
parts of the Bible tell about the Jews 
having a terrible time of persecution 
and suffering before Christ returns. 
When they see the Lord with the 
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wounds in His hands and feet, they will 
believe in Him, and be sorry for the 
way they have treated Him. He will 
save them from their enemies in a great 


victory. But even the neutrals are 
brought up for judgment. ' Which side 
will America be on then? Which side 


is it on now in the way we treat the 
Jews, the Negroes, and foreigners? 

Then, too, all who have the same 
Heavenly Father are brothers. Here is 
another story Matthew told (12:46-50). 
The Lord is sorry for all who are in 
treuble, but when it is His own 
brothers, imagine how He feels! Does 
what we do now to Christ’s Christian 
brothers get a reward? Indeed*it does! 
He says when we entertain a minister 
or a missionary who is doing His work, 
we are entertaining Him (Matt. 10:40). 
If we give even a little child a drink 
of cold water because we are a follower 
of His, we will not miss our reward 
(v. 42). 

A man named Satl once persecuted 
Christian Jews, hunting them ‘out, hav- 
ing them killed and whipped. Do you 
know what Christ, appearing in glory, 
said to him? “Why are you persecuting 
Me?” Saul asked, “Who are You?” “I 
am Jesus, the one you are persecuting.” 
Would the Lord have to say to us: “You 
wouldn’t sit beside Me. You wouldn’t 
go to school with Me. You called Me 
a ,” (an expression of con- 
tempt used in your group for a differ- 
ent social group). “Now go away from 
Me forever!” And you would say: 
“But, Lord, when did I ever have a 
chance to sit beside You or go to school 
with You? When. did I ever call You 
eee ae ..?” And He might reply: 


“When you would not sit beside that 
poor girl in the faded dress, you would 
not sit beside Me. 
that boy a 


When you called 
..» you called Me 
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HAPPY DECISION— 


the day I decided to invest 
in a PBBC “No-Risk’’? Annuity” 


1 didn’t have a large sum to invest, but it represented a lot of saving and 


out of my investment. | made a lot of inquiries, 


got a lot of advice, cbmpared the different kinds of investments. Then ! 
decided to invest in a Providence-Barrington Bible aaee Annuity. And 
here’s why | call it a happy decision — 





A PBBC ANNUITY GIVES 


@ A generous income — based on 
your age and the amount you invest — 
a better return than many other types 
of investment. 

@ A guaranteed income — an unfluc- 
tuating income paid at regular intervals 
for the rest of your life. 

@ A life-time income — your PBBC 
Annuity returns keep coming in as long 
as you live. 

@ A tax-exempt income — not all, but 
a large portion of the income from your 
PBBC Annuity is tax-exempt. 


@ A satisfying income — because you 
know your investment is not only bene- 
fiting you, but helping Christian young 
people to prepare for Christian service 
at Providence-Barrington. 


Make your own happy decision. Please 
write for more information about a 
PBBC “‘No-Risk” Annuity. 


oro an mene ete 


Dr. Howard W. Ferrin 
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MORE THAN JUST A 


SIGHT SEEING TOUR 
FESS WSS 
CLCFRLL ICeANSs Pp as 


Bible Lands 


ROPHETIC PILGRIMAGE 


Welcome on board of the 
Bible Lands Prophetic Pilgrimage.. 
As the narne Prophetic Pilgrimage 
implies, this will be much more than 
just a sight seeing tour. 

The party will be accom- 
‘panied by a distinguished faculty of 
Bible scholars, so that at every 
important point in our itinerary, at 
sea and on land, and especialiy in 
Jerusalem, the birthplace of the 
Christian movement, where so much 
history with reference to eternity 
was made, the tour will take on the 
character of a Prophetic Congress 
with a well planned program of lect- 
ures and discussions bearing on the 
very lands and scenes we shall be 
visiting. 

Great things are in store for 
the members of the Pilgrimage. 


Early Reservations Advisable 


5 WEEK TOUR © INCLUSIVE COST $1,495 
FOR INFORMATION WRITE 
DR. A. B. MACHLIN 

WINONA LAKE INDIANA 
REVELATION AT A GLANCE 


One of the simplest, most understandable, easiest to 
read charts on this wonderful Book, Printed on good 
- white paper, convenient size, 8/2 by 11 inches. Send 
20 cents (2 dimes); or $1.00 for six (6) to 

Rev. Ewald A. Roloff, Holt, Michigan 
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Gg eigen ” “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me” 
(Matt. 25:40, Memory Verse. Add to 
the back of the folders.) 

Today being Washington’s birthday, 
you may wish to use a story from his 
life, such as his concern for his ragged, 
barefoot soldiers at Valley Forge, and 


his prayer in the snow. 


Orono, MAINE. 
% 
For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OYCE was pouting. And, to make 
J matters worse, she had been pouting 
for two whole days! Let me tell you 
why. 

Two nights before, Daddy had an- 
nounced at family worship time, “Next 
month the Landises will be returning 
to their missionary work in India. They 
are still praying for someone to open 
their home and take in their daughter, 
Mary Lou. She is too big to return 
with them to India. They want her to 
stay with a Christian family. They do 
not have any relatives, you know, and 
I was thinking what a wonderful thing 
it would be if Mary Lou could come 
live with us.” 

“Where would she stay?” Joyce de- 
manded. “Could she sleep on the studio 
couch in the living room?” 

“No, she could not. But I thought it 
would be nice if she would share your 
room, Joyce,” Daddy replied. 

“My room?” Joyce cried, “There isn’t 
any room for anyone else. My bureau 
drawers are full; my desk has room 
only for my things. There surely isn’t 
any room for Mary Lou’s things.” And 
right then and there Joyce began to 
pout. 

Both Mother and Daddy watched 
their little girl closely the next two days. 
Théir hearts were heavy. This was the 
first time that they had realized that 
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Spirit-Filled Songs 





The “CHOICE” series emphasizes spiritual and worshipful hymns and songs. 
Let your church, like others, be blessed with richer music and greater growth 


through these books. 
CHOICE HYMNS OF THE FAITH 


Congregations thrill at this well-balanced collection. Compiled for more scrip- 
ae singing. 480 pages. Bound in durable blue cloth boards. In quantities 
f 100 or more $1.55 copy, not — Single sample copy $1.85 postpaid. 


CHOICE GOSPEL SONGS 


Abridged edition of Choice Hymns of the Faith for those who desire a smaller 
book. Can be used conjointly with the larger book as it contains Choice Hymn 
numbers in brackets. 192 pages. Tough paper cover. 


not prepaid. Sample copy 75c postpaid. 
CHOICE CAMPAIGN SONGS 


75 popular Gospel hymns and choruses. 
Single copies, 35c. 
Returnable samples sent on request. Give church connection. 
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In 100 lots 65c copy, 
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Joyce wanted her own way and that 
she was—though they hated to admit 
it—selfish. 

At family prayers that second night, 
Daddy read from the Book of Hebrews: 
“‘Let brotherly love continue. Be not 
forgetful to entertain strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares. . . . But to do good and to 
communicate [share what you have 
with others] forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. Obey 
them that have the rule over you’ (13: 
1, 2, 16, 17a). This is a wonderful por- 
tion of Scripture,” Daddy commented. 
“We are commanded to ‘entertain stran- 
gers.’ Some who have done this, we are 
told, have entertained angels without 
knowing it. Let us see in our Bibles 
just who did entertain angels without 
knowing it. Turn back to Genesis 18.” 

Each one did that. Daddy continued, 
“One day Abraham was sitting at the 
door of his tent at noontime. He was 
surprised when quite suddenly he saw 
three men standing by him. You know 
that people in those days did as Japa- 
nese people do today when they greet 
someone. So that is why Abraham 
bowed his head to the ground. He 
begged the strangers to stay with him 
and his wife. Abraham, you may be 
sure, was most happy when they ac- 
cepted his invitation. He ran around 
and got food and did everything he 
could to make them comfortable. He 
gladly shared everything that he had 
with these strangers. After the men 
had eaten, One’ began to talk with 
Abraham, asking about his wife, Sarah. 
Imagine Abraham’s surprise when the 
stranger-visitor announced, ‘Sarah shall 
have a son.’ When Sarah laughed, the 
visitor said, ‘Is any thing too hard for 
the Lord?’ (Gen: 18:1-14.) The Lord 
God Himself, having taken the form of 
a man for the occasion, had come with 
two angels, also in the form of men, to 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 108) 


1. On the Mount of Olives Gay 
13:3), east of Jerusalem. 

2. When the Romans under Titus 
demolished the structure in. A.D. 70. 

3. The appearance of false teachers, 
recurring wars, and the persecution of 
believers. 

4. The “man of sin,” “the “son of 
perdition” (2 Thess. 2:3). 

5. He will desecrate the revived 
Temple in Jerusalem (cf. Mark 13:14; 
2 Thess. 2:4). 

6. As the worst yet known, or to he 
known (cf. Mark 13:19). 

7. He will be destroyed at Christ's 
return in glory (cf. 2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 
19: 20). 

8. The heavenly bodies will act 
strangely (cf. Mark 13:24, 25). 

9. Those who are sealed of God dur- 
ing the Great Tribulation. 

10. Watch, pray, and work (cf, Mark 
13: 33, 34). 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 








nes 









that 
imit 


ght, 
WS? 

not 

for 
gels 
1 to 
lave 
such 
bey 
(13: 
20r- 
ted. 


are 
out 
bles 
out 
18.” 
led, 


was 
saw 
1OW 
pa- 
reet 
am. 





‘Lesson for February 22 





Abraham’s tent that day. How thank- 
ful Abraham must have been that he 
had been hospitable, kind, and generous 
to the strangers who had come his 
way!” ° 

“That reminds me,” Mother con- 
tinued, “of another part of Scripture. 
The Lord Jesus Himself said one day 
that there would be a time coming 
when He will say, ‘Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you... . For I was an hun- 
gred, and ye gave me’ meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in... . Then 
shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, 


and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee . 


When saw we thee a stranger, 
. . And the King 


drink? 
and took thee in? . 


shall answer and say unto them... - 


Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me’ (Matt. 25:34-40).” 

Joyce was the first one to pray that 
night at family worship. It was a brief 
prayer, “Dear Heavenly Father, please 
forgive me for being selfish. I am glad 
to share what I have with Mary Lou, 
for it. will be just like sharing it with 
Thee.” . 

Mary Lou came to Joyce’s house and 
her room—and her heart—not long 
after that. 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


s 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 22 
Giving Hilariously ~ 
(Gen. 4:3-5; 1 Cor. 16:2) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

T HAS often been said that you can 

be certain that a man’s conversion 
is real when you see that his pocket- 
book has been converted. When the 
heart is overflowing with thankfulness 
for salvation and for all of God’s good- 
ness, giving will be spontaneous and 
generous. 

; we 

However, the Christian’s giving is not 
to be aimless or haphazard. The first 
Scripture portion chosen for this week’s 
topic points to this phase of giving 
rather than the amount of the gift or 
the generosity of the giver. It is quite 
possible that the actual value of Cain’s 
offering was just as great as was Abel’s. 
The difference in their offerings was 
that Abel’s sacrifice was made in obe- 
dience to God’s direction, while Cain’s 
was not. Abel offered a slain lamb, 
which was, whether Abel fully under- 
Stood it or not, a type of Christ who 
was one day to offer Himself for the 
Sin of the world. By so doing, Abel 
Trecognized, even if imperfectly, his 


heed of a Saviour. Cain offered a 


fully, or hilariously (2 Cor. 9:7). 
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bloodless sacrifice, the fruit of his own 
works, thus substituting his own way 
for God’s way, and, in effect, rejecting 
at this early period of man’s history 
the truth later proclaimed in God’s 
Word that “without the shedding of 
blood is no remission” (Heb. 9;23; 11: 
4). 
Me 


Today, not all failure in giving is due 
to miserliness. Giving today, may be, 
like Cain’s, contrary to God’s will, and 
therefore valueless in God’s sight. 
Many today give quite generously to 
every beggar they pass on the street, 
thinking somehow to heap up merit 
in the sight of God and man. Some 
giving is motivated by a sort of “keep- 
ing up with the Joneses.” A king of 
Israel, you will remember, made a great 
sacrifice, thinking to cover up the fact 
that he had. not done what God told 
him to do (1 Sam. 15). 
Samuel faced Saul with the stern re- 
buke, “To obey is better than sacrifice 
and to hearken than the fat of rams” 
(1 Sam. 15:22). 

we 


God has set down in His Word some 
very simple directions that are to 
govern our giving. It behooves us to 


study them carefully, and to hearken. 


to His counsel and be obedient. 
ye 


1. We should recognize that God is 
the Creator of all and, therefore, every- 
thing belongs to Him (Col. 1:16). We 
have no right to dispose of what be- 
longs to God according to our own will 
or desire. 


9 


2. Every believer is a steward of 
what God has entrusted to him for use, 
and has an obligation to discharge his 
stewardship, faithfully, to care for his 
jewn needs and those of his own house- 
hold, and to give to the needs of his 
Christian brethren; and then to others 
who are in need (1 Cor. 4:1, 2; 1 Cor. 
16: 1-3; Gal. 6:10; 1 Tim. 5:8; 1 John 3: 
).” * 

wg 


3. We are not always obligated to 
give that which others ask of us. Peter 
and John, you will recall, did not give 
the man who sat at the Beautiful 
Gate the money he begged for. They 
gave him something far better (Acts 
3:1-8). A gift of money to a drunkard 
or to-an indolent person may merely 
encourage such a one in his evil ways. 
A Christian witness and Christian sym- 
pathy and encouragement may help 
him far more than material gifts. 


4 


4. Our giving is not to be as to men 
(Matt. 6:1) but as unto God, who will 
see to it that we shall have the proper 
reward. ; 

we 


5. We are to give honestly (Acts 5: 
1-5); willingly (2 Cor. 8:12); as boun- 
tifully as possible (2 Cor. 9:6); cheer- 
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The Prophet. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS ~~~ 
To THE JEWS, Inc. . 
236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 

New York 23, N. Y. 

Canadian Office: 

39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


Please send me free folder showing how I may 
help carry the~Gospe! to Israel. Enclosed is 


$__.... for my part in the work you are 
doing. 

Lee 

Address é: = 
2 ESSRRES eer ae bee Zone__.. State_______... 





PAUL 
Apostle to the Jews! 


Significantly Paul, who carried 
the Gospel to the Gentiles, always 
followed the injunction of Romans 
1:16, “To the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek.” 


At Salamis he and Barnabas 
“preached the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews” (Acts 
13:5). 

At Antioch Paul “went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath day” 
(Acts 13:14). In Iconium they 
“went both together into the syna- 
gogue . . ..and so spake, that a great 
multitude both of the Jews and also 
of the Greeks believed” (Acts 
14:1). 

You will enjoy: rich fellowship 
when you help us carry the Gospel 
to the Jews as Paul did. Even in 
Rome “Paul called the chief of the 
Jews together” (Acts 28:17) and 
gave them the message first. 

Bringing the Gospel to the Jew 
brings blessing to the Gentile, 
Never in our mission have we, had 
a baptism service where there was 
not at least one Gentile baptized 
together with the Jews. 

Let this God-given blessing be- 
come yours by joining us with your 
prayers for.the salvation of the Jew- © 
ish brethren of our Lord. Write for 
free literature today. 
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CHRISTIANS: “‘Let your light shine” by sending beau- 
tiful Scripture Everyday Greeting cards—Complete 
line; also Notes, Stationery. Konmeg om ae, ee 
gifts to missionaries—Rest Homes. Prov. 17:17—“A 

loveth at all times.” 

THE PURPLE PANSY 
P. O. Box 115, Port Jefferson, L.I., N.Y. 
“A handicapped Shut-in”’ 
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Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
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money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 

Samples FREE to Officials 

SANGAMON MILLS 

Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y. 
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Conditions « Delightful Year-Round Climate 
¢ Inspiring Christian Fellowship ¢ Chal- 
lenging Winter Bible Conference Program 
¢ Established 1929 « Full Information from: 


GORDON L. PURDY 
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KEYSTONE HEIGHTS, FLORIDA 
























SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
Py egy received in every mail from 

ica. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














THE LORD IS WORKING 
in he HOLY LAND 





to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s 
little “lambs” in Israel. 

Our obligation towards these needy ones 
is increasing. 

Who will help us nurture the children in 
the Gospel? 


- HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethe! Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St. Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, California 


~ and practical. 
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6. Our giving is to be regular and 
systematic, not haphazard or sporadic 
(1 Cor. 16:2). 

4 


7. We are to give in proportion as 
God has prospered ug (1 Cor. 16:2). 
The Old Testament measure of giving 
was a tenth of one’s increase, but the 
New Testament puts no such limit on 
the believer’s giving. And we can 
safely leave in God’s hands the matter 
of reward for faithful obedience (Heb. 
6:10), knowing that if‘our giving has 
been generous, God’s reward will be 
even more generous (2 Cor. 9:6). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


a 


The Light That Lighteth Every Man. 
By Paul W. Harrison, M.D. (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
Mich., $4.) In a _ paragraph-by-para- 
graph commentary on the Gospel of 
John, the renowned medical missionary 
to Arabia has put into his exposition 
many interesting insights. The reader 
will not find here what he usually finds 
in a commentary—details of authorship, 
explanations of difficult passages, and 
suggestions on doctrinal themes. Instead 
such matters are largely ignored as the 
author stresses what: to him are the 
main themes of the book. The volume 
should prove a blessing to all who read. 


Strength for the Day. By the Rev. 
J. Darsow,‘D.D. (Marshall, Morgan, and 
Scott, Ltd., London. May be had from 
Evangelical Publishers, Toronto 1, Can., 
$3.) Prepared in response to. a demand 
in the Lutheran Church of Australia 
for a book of daily devotions, this vol- 
ume fulfills its purpose. It is devotional 
It is orthodox in the 
Lutheran tradition; this means that, In 
addition to a salutary stress on the in- 
errancy of the Bible, deity of Christ, 
miracles, and the like, there is an ex- 
planation of the sacraments as instru- 
ments of the Holy Spirit in the accom- 
plishment of spiritual ends. However, 
the greater emphasis is on the more 
fundamental teachings of Scripture, and 


all Christians will profit from and re-" 


joice in such a book. 


Devotional Programs About Bible 
Women. By Claudine Watts Dever. 
(Standard Pub. Foundation, Cincinnati 
31; $1.50, glossy cover.) Twelve Bible 
women are here lifted from their an- 


cient backgrounds and, by using Bible 


references, the author gives to each an 
interesting portrayal, a character anal- 
ysis, and a list of nutshell truths 
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gleaned from her story, suitable for 
twelve different meetings. Every les- 
son is followed by “Points for Discus- 
sion” and a closing prayer. Scripture 
for the studies is indicated along with 
a portion for public reading. And for 
each meeting three suitable songs are 
suggested, one of them being a prayer 
hymn. The women chosen are Sarah, 
Miriam, Deborah, Jephthah’s daughter, 
Hannah, and Abigail of the Old Testa- 
ment, and Mary, Martha, Salome, Dor- 
cas, Lydia, and Priscilla of the New. 
Because of the personal application in 
each message, the book is particularly 
useful for women’s council circles, mis- 
sionary societies, ladies’ aids, and even 
for mixed groups. 


Naked Truth. By Paul B. Smith, B.A., 
F.R.G.S. (Marshall, Morgan & Scott, 
London. May be had from the Peoples 
Press, Toronto 5, Can., $1.) Simple, but 
solidly Scriptural, are this author’s an- 
swers to such pressing parish problems 
as marriage, divorce, television, suffer- 
ing, and the like. Particularly refresh- 
ing is his chapter on‘ “The Christian 
and the World,” where is found an en- 
lightening, positive approach to an old 
“thorn in the. flesh.” If the reader dif- 
fers with the writer on some points of 
interpretation, he will find himself 
arguing against strong Biblical apolo- 
getics and he will therefore be forced 
to re-evaluate his own position under 
the searching beams of this Gospel light. 
While the basic thrust of the book is 
directed to Christians, the closing chap- 
ter’s fervent evangelistic appeal makes 
it suitable reading for both the saved 
and the unsaved. 


x 


The Seventh-Day Sabbath 
(Continued ffom page 105) 


“Upon the first day of the week.’ 
Thus you see the day is nominated, and 
so is kept alive among the churches; 
for in that the day is nominated on 
which this religious exercise ‘was per- 
formed it is to be supposed that the 
Holy Ghost would have it live and be 
taken notice of by the churches that 
succeed.” 

“We will add to this another text: 
‘Now [saith Paul] concerning the col- 


lection for the saints, as I have given” 


order to the churches of Galatia, even 
so do ye. Upon the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him 
as God has prospered him,.that there 
be no gatherings when I come.’” 

Finally, summarizing his arguments, 
John Bunyan says: 

“1, For we have showed from sundry 
Scriptures that from the very day our 
Lord did tise from the dead, the Church 
at Jerusalem, in which the twelve apos- 
tles were, did meet together on that 
day, and had the Lord Himself for their 
preacher, while they were auditors; and 
thus the day began. 


“2. We have showed that the Holy 


Ghost, the third person in the Trinity, 
did second .this of Christ in coming 
down from Heaven upon this day to 
manage the apostles in their preaching; 
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and in that very day so managed them 
in that work that by this help they 
then did bring three thousand souls to 
God. 

“3. We have showed also that after 


_this the Gentile churches did solem- 


nize this day for holy worship, and that 
they had from Paul both countenance 
and order so to do. 

“The first day of the week! That is 
the day in which, as I hinted before, 
our Lord was wont to preach to His 
disciples after He rose from the dead; 
in which also He did use to show them 
His hands and His feet, to the end they 
might be confirmed in the truth of His 
victory over death and the grave for 
them; the day in which He made Him- 
self known to them in breakingp bread; 
the day in which He so plentifully 
poured out the Holy Ghost upon them; 
the day in which the Church, both at 
Jerusalem and those of the Gentiles, did 
use to perform to God divine worship; 
all which has before been sufficiently 
proved. ‘ 

“When God of old did sanctify for the 
use of His Church a day, as He did 
many, He always called them either by 
the rame of the day of the month or of 
the week, or by some other signal by 
which they might be certainly known. 
Why should it not then be concluded 
that for this reason the first day of the 
week is thus often nominated by the 
Holy Ghost in the Testament of Christ?” 


s 


Children at Home, 


Tab Finds Help 
By Hilda V. Richardson 


AB pressed his freckled nose against 

the windowpane watching the rain- 
drops splash into a pool of rain water 
in the yard. 

“Just the place to sail a boat!” he told 
Bingo, who was nudging his leg im- 
patiently with his damp nose. 

Bingo was Tab’s sad-eyed, mostly 
hound, dog. : 

“‘Tll get my book on ‘Something To 
Make.’ It has directions for a dandy 
paper boat.” Tab was excited over the 
thought of going outdoors after being 
in the house all day. “The clouds are 
parting to let the blue sky show 
through. We must hurry!” 

Tab folded the paper to make the 
boat, but when he was finished it did 
not look like a boat at all. ns 

“Oh, shucks! I was so excited I didn’t 
take time to read the directions. Ill 
have to start all over again,” Tab said 
disgustedly. 

When Tab became excited he nearly 
always did things wrong. 

Another day he patted Bingo’s 
Smooth, brown head and said, “I'll get 
my homework done in a jiffy, then we 
can go slide down the grassy hill on a 
Piece of cardboard.” 

Bingo tore around the room, barking 
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eagerly. Tab hurried through the arith- 
metic problems, and when his mother 
checked them over later she discovered 
that Tab had added the problems he 
was supposed to subtract and sub- 
tracted the ones he should have added, 
so he had them all to do over again. 

One sunny, warm day Tab was walk- 
ing along the country road, whistling 
happily. Close at his heels trotted 
Bingo, his tongue lolling out. * 

Tab turned at the chugging sound of 
a motor coming along the road behind 
him. It was Farmer Miller in his rat- 
tling old truck. 

“Hi there, Tab! Where you going?” 

“Down to the creek to skip pebbles,” 
answered Tab. 

“Aren’t you going into town to try 
out for baseball?” 

“I didn’t know the tryout was today.” 
Tab rubbed one leg against the other. 
“I’d like to go. Do you think I,would 
get on a team?” 

“If you show ’em you can play ball,” 
replied the sold farmer, pushing his 
straw hat to the back of his head. “If 
I were you, I’d sure try.” 

“O.K., I will. First I'll ask Mom if it’s 
all right with her. Thanks a lot.” Tab 
ran home.. The more he thought about 
the tryout the more excited he became, 
and the more excited he became the 
more he hurried. Bingo had to run 
faster and faster to keep up with him. 

“Mom, can I go to town this after- 
noon?” called ‘Tab, as he went into 
the house letting the screen door slam 
behind him. 

“To the village?” asked his mother. 
“What for, Son?” 

“To tryout for baseball,” explained 
Tab, breathlessly. 

“Of course you can. Try to be home 
by suppertime,” his mother said as she 
pulled a pan of delicious smelling cook- 
ies out of the oven. 

“Tl be here at suppertime,” promised 
Tab. He rushed to comb his hair and 
put on his shoes. He almost used his 
toothbrush instead of his comb, and. he 
put the left shoe on the right foot and 
had to.take it off. 

“Here are some cookies and a glass 
of milk,” Mother said placing a tray on 
the table. “You will be hungry before 
you get home.” 

“Thanks, Mom. I’m so excited! Sup- 
pose I foul things up as usual?” he wor- 
ried as he devoured the food. 

“I suggest that you take time to ask 
God to help you keep calm. I know 
He answers prayer.” Mother smiled 
fondly at Tab. 

On his bicycle Tab pedaled® toward 
town. At first Bingo was close behind 
the rear wheel. As Tab got nearer town 
he became more excited and pedaled 
faster. When he looked back he saw 
Bingo running far behind. Bingo gave 
a sharp bark and Tab slowed down so 
he could catch up. 

When Tab reached the village he took 
Bingo to get a drink at the old water- 
ing trough. He sat down to rest on the 
edge of the trough while Bingo gulped 
around, enjoying the cool water. ; 

_ “Calm down, Tab Hunter,” he scolded 


himself, shoving his hair back from his 
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damp forehead. “You'll never make 
the team if you are going to be excited 
and rattled!” 


When Tab reached the playground | 


there was a large group of boys there 
already. Soon more gathered, and by 
the time the men arrived who were 
going to be managers and coaches of 
the teams, it looked as if\every boy in 
town was present. 

Half of the boys went to the other 
end of the schoolyard. Tab stayed 
where he was. Some of the boys were 
placed out in the field and the rest 
lined up to show their batting ability. 
Tab was on first base. The coach was 
pitching. 

Each boy stayed up to bat till he had 
hit thd ball and got to run. Tab got 
one man out at first. He also caught a 
fly. After each boy had been up twice 
to bat they exchanged places with those 
in the field. ‘Tab was third in line. 

The first batter lashed a ball to right 
field, then sped around first base, 
second, and on his way to third when 
the right fielder threw the ball to third 
and he was out. 

Tab hoped that he would be able to 
hit the ball half that good. The” but- 
terflies were beginning to flutter in his 
stomach. The second boy at bat hit 
the first pitch, sending a fast, low ball 
to the second baseman, who scooped it 
up and threw it to first, just too late to 
put the runner out. 

Tab’s hands were clammy when he 
gripped the bat and stepped up to the 
plate. The first ball was over the plate 
for a strike. The next two pitches 
were balls. Tab swung at two more 
and mjssed. He knew he would be 
out if it was a game. “I just can’t con- 


-nect with the ball,” he fretted. Finally 


he hit a short fly that landed right in 
the pitcher’s mit. 


With sagging shoulders and dragging © 


feet Tab threw down the bat and 
walked to the end of the line. “I'll 
never make the team! I’m too nerv- 
ous!” Then he remembered something. 
He. left the field and walked toward 
the drinking fountain to be alone a 
little while. 

The next time Tab was up to bat he 
knew what everybody was expecting 
him to do, but he was ready to surprise 
them. The butterflies had disappeared 
from his stomach. He wasn’t excited 
and nervous any more. He smacked 
the first pitch. It turned out to bea 
foul. The second pitch was a ball. Tab 
drew a deep breath and prayed, 


“Now,” as the ball came straight for - 


the plate. He lifted the ball high into 
the ‘air.. The third baseman ran under 
it but dropped it. Tab reached first! 

“Hi, Mom! I made it! I made three 
runs this afternoon,” exploded Tab 
when he arrived home just at supper- 
time, a wide grin on his face and a 
warm, grateful feeling inside. 

“T’m on the Eagles team and we have 
our first practice next Saturday at two 
o’clock.” 

Bingo tapped the floor with his bon 
tail, impatiently waiting his supper. 

“The first time I was up I made a 





mess of things. Then I remembered 
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what you told me and I prayed hard 
for God to help me be calm. I was fine 
after that. I knew I’d make it. All 
the way home that hymn we sing in 
Sunday school has been going through 
my mind, ‘Just when I need Him Jesus 
is near, just when I falter, just when I 
fear. Ready to help me, ready to cheer; 
just when I need Him most.’ I believe 
it, Mom. It worked. I proved it to- 
day.” 

“I’m so glad, Son, so very, very glad,” 
smiled Mother. 

Santa Cruz, CALIF. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible on 
Lessons, issued the International 
Sunday School son Committee. 


February 16 to 22 

Mon., Feb. 16.—Matt. 25:31-40. 
Jesus as Judge. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Before him 
‘shall be gathered all nations: and he 
Shall separate ‘them one from another, 
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats.” Christ is to be the judge of 
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both the righteous and the wicked. He 
will judge in righteousness and give 


“every man according as his works shall 


be. Every eye shall see the crucified 
Saviour as judge in robes of majesty 
and authority. The .numerous judg- 
ments of God recorded in the Scrip- 
tures ought to awe every soul pro- 
foundly. We shall answer to God for 
the deeds done in the body. Pray that 
you may be more aware of the “terror 
of the Lord.” Pray to be very particu- 
lar about sins of omission and commis- 
sion. 


Tues., Feb. 17.—Mark 12:41-44. 
Jesus Commends an Offering. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “This poor 
widow hath cast more in, than all they 
which have cast into the treasury: for 
all they did cast in of their abundance; 
but she of her want did cast in all that 
she had, even all her living.” That un- 
named widow got her name in God’s 
eternal Book. “The eyes of the Lord 
are in every place, beholding the evil 
and the good” (Prov. 15:3). One of the 
most important Bible texts for boys 
and girls, especially, is this: “Thou God 
seest me” (Gen. 16:13). Pray that you 
may keep constantly in mind that day 
of reckoning that God has on His agenda 
for you. 


Wed., Feb. 18.—Mark 13:1-13. 
Signs of the End. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Peter and James 
and Jéhn and Andrew asked him pri- 
vately, Tell us, when shall these things 
be? and what shall be the sign when 
all these things shall be fulfilled?” Signs 
in religion, politics, the earth, and hu- 
man hearts will unmistakably indicate 
the end time. The unstableness in all 
circles of life and above all the murder 
of righteous people, will combine to 
produce the “great tribulation.” The 
beginnings of moral collapse, the dis- 
integration of nations (as Daniel pre- 
dicted), and the sad spiritual declension 
in churches are tokens of what is to 
create that great and terrible day of 
the Lord. Pray that you may deny 
yourself worldly interests and that you 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a jonas and costly search reprints of the orig- 
inal 1879 revised editions of the ous McGuffey’s 
Readers have been comphened you can now pur- 
chase ae copies at the following low prices 
stpaii 
irst Reader ____ $2 2.25 Fourth Reader te. 33 
md Reader _. 2.50 Fifth Reader 
Third Reader _. 2.75 Sixth Reader _— 3: 33 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-2, Rowan, lowa 


INCREASE YOUR 
INCOME 








+, . just as many men 
and women are doing 
in a most dignified 
vocation . . . and at 
the same time, 


SERVE THE LORD 


by fulfilling an important Christian 
service in your own and surround- 
ing communities. 


WORK FULL OR PART TIME 


Here’s your opportunity to become associated 
with a company that has been in business 
more than 35 years—highly respected by 
Christian leaders and whose product. and 
service are recommended by men and women 
you know. 

Our program is unique—it has no competi- 

tion. Every Christian home is a prospect. 
"Your spare time can be worth up to 
$75 a week, and more... and full time 
up to $10,000 a year, and more! 

Just fill in the coupon NOW—and we’ll 

help you get started immediately. 

CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 
John Rudin & Company, Inc. Dept. $T29 
22 W. Madison St., Chicago 2, Illinois l 

l Yes, I’m interested. Please send me complete i 


| information on your program. i 
l NGMG, o'civcicccccecnesicncoccswageechetsns i 
SD MOR. hide tenerecnds ageeet atthiinasia I 
Pe RE ete Zone... ‘State........065. | 









YOU'LL SMILE 
EVERY TIME YOU 


GET YOUR INCOME 
CHECK... 





PTL ANNUITY owners are happy people. They know their investment 
is safe and their income guaranteed for life. 


WHAT’S MORE, they know their Annuity helps others, too. They are 
helping take the Word of God to multitudes around the world. 


._NO WONDER THEY SMILE. YOU WILL, TOO. 


For information write to: ALFRED A. KUNZ, INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 


The Pocket Testament, League 
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DO YOU HAVE $300, 








$500 or $1,000? 


} 
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This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 


‘and women quite frequently who are looking 


for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 


* * * 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as ‘long as they 
live (up to 8%4% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell theni that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never’ missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 

We'll be happy to send you the FREE booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
“explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 


income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 





MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois 


0 Please send me, without obligation, pouBLE pIvIDENDs, story of Moody Annuity 





C Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 


. 
Dept. S-9-31-10 











Name Age 
Address. 
City Zone State. 








' Fri., Feb. 20.—Mark 13:24-37. 
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may have a much closer acquaintance 
with the Lord through the Word. 


Thurs., Feb. 19.—Mark 13:14-23. 
: False Prophets. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “False Christs 
and false prophets shall rise, and shall 
shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it 
were possible, even the elect.” Creat 
religious movements of a soul-ensnaring 
nature are on the Devil’s agenda for the 
closing days of this era. Satan’s seven- 
teen names in Scripture are all bad. 
He has numerous delusions which seem ~ 
to many religious-minded folk good and 
sound and Scriptural. Nothing pleases 
the great Adversary more than to trans- 
form himself into “an angel of light.” 
Pray for spiritual discernment. 


Take Heed and Watch. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Take ye heed, 
watch and pray.” The Lord commands 
us all to be watchful and prayerful 
lest we enter into and become engulfed 
in terrible troubles. Our Lord wants 
you to be keen and alert to dangers. 
Ministers especially are called upon to 
be watchful (Acts 20:31). All who are 
alert and watchful will be blest; all 
who are not will be bothered tremen- 
dously. Watch always and in all things. 
The Devil watches for your halting. He 
is quick to take every possible advan- 
tage. .Give no place to the Devil. Neg- 
lect not prayer and the Word and duty. 


Sat., Feb. 21.—Matt. 24:37-51. 
The Need for Readiness. 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour ps ye 
think not the Son of man cometh.” 
You can know whether or not you are 
in readiness. If there is a readiness to 
receive the Word of God, a will to do 
it as well as to hear it, and you have a 
“readiness to revenge all disobedience, 
when your obedience is fulfilled,” you 
are in readiness (Acts 17:11; 2 Cor. 8: 
11; 10:6). Pray to be ready for your 

Lord’s sudden coming. ; 

Sun., Feb. 22.—1 Pet. 4:7-19. 

Sharing Christ’s Sufferings. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings.” The world still 
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hates Christ. Communists, atheists, 
false religionists, and all the wicked in- 
wardly hate Christ. They cannot reach 
Him, but they can afflict His followers. 
Arm yourself with the mind of Christ 
and be ‘willing to suffer hardship as a 
good soldier of Christ. God will pre- 
serve, support, comfort, help, and 
greatly reward you if you suffer on His 
behalf. Pray to be patient in tribula- 
tion and fruitful in affliction (Gen. 45: 
5, 7, 8; Gen. 41:52). 








Here is the secret of divine all-suf- 
ficiency, to come to the end of every- 
thing in ourselves and in our circum-. 
stances. When we reach this place, we 
will stop asking for sympathy because 
of our hard situation or bad treatment, 
for we will recognize these things as 
the very conditions of our blessing, and 
we-will turn from them to God and, 
find in them a claim upon Him.—A. B. 
Simpson. ; 

















